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POSTSCRIPT.—Monpay morning, Fes. 2ist.— 
Whilst pressing off our first form two weeks azo, a 
art of the press broke, to repair which, unavoida 
bly threw the publication back two days, and not. 
withstanding every effort, we failed on Saturday 
Jast, to catch old Time, who obstinately refused to 
stop one moment for us. Although mortified, pro- 
yoked, and fretting at the circumstance on Saturday 
evening, we cannot but felicitate ourse! ves this morn- 
ing that it so happened, because it enables us to lay 
at the earliest moment before our readers the foi- 

Jow ing: 


IMPORTANT INTELLIGENCE. 
PROJECT OF A TREATY OF PEACE. 


The steamer New Orleans reached N. Orleans on 
the ]2th, with Vera Cruz dates to the 8th inst. She 
brings 6U officers of the army, 30 other passengers, 
and about 190 discharged suldiers and quartermas- 
ter’s men. Amongst her passengers is Major Van 
Buren. 

Mr. Freaner, bearer of despatches for govern- 
ment from Gen. Scott, left the city of Mexico on 
the 2d, reached Vera Cruz on the 6h, and embarked 
in the U. S. steamer Iris on the 7th, for Mobile.~— 
The Picayune says the New Orleans was detained 
two days to give the Iris time to get in ahead, but 
she overtook and passed her notwitistanding. 


“Tne despatehes brought by Mr. Freaner are of the 
utmost importance. ‘The nature of them was not gen- 
erally known at Vera Cruz; but froma source in which 
we have abiding coufidence, we learn that the Mexican 
Congress has sent in terins of peace, which Gen. Scort 
has taken the responsibility of accepting. One of the 
articles of this arrangevient is that twelve thousand 
United States troops shall remain in Mexico until cer- 
tain obligations are fuifilled—-the remainder of the 
troops to be withdrawn. The preiimiaaries of the 
treaty of peace were signed On the first day of February, 
by the Mexican government, yand no doubt was 
entertzined that the Mexican government, which was 
tv meetin a few days, would ratify the same by a large 
majority. By the terms of this treaty, we understand 
that the United States obtain the boundary of the Rio 
Grande, New Mexico and Upper California. ‘The 
pecuniary considerations for these c :nce&sions is a mere 
trifle conipared with that proposed in the conlerences at 
Tacubaya,”" 

The lris reached Mobile on the 12th. Mr. Freaner 
let her in great haste for Washingiun, having left the 
city of Mexico on the 3d of February. ‘The M bile 
‘Tribune endeavored in vain to pump information from 
hig arrival. 

Tne National Intelligencer of this morning, 21st, 
Bays: 

“From several sources, each confirming the other, 
ve learnt, last evening, under circumstances to co.n- 

«4 Our entire confidence, thata project of atreaty 

peace with Mexico, signed by Me, Trist, and, as 
we believe, by the Mexican authorities, has been 
received in this city, and is now undoubtedly in the 

“lg of the executive. The terms of the treaty, 

i ‘ie ~ understand them, are, the establishmen’ 

| ee BGeG as the boundary between ths U 
States and Mexico, andthe cession by Mexico of 
the provinces ot New Mexico and Upper Californ:a 
to the United States, and the payment by the United 
States to Mexico of a compensativn therefor, say 
* een millions of dollars. 

the fact may vary from these particu- 
iojole@ is no doubt that the treaty substantially 

-‘ul8 effect is now in this city.” 

_ Orizaba was captured by the Americans on the 
26:b Jan. 

Two large trains left Vera Cruz on the 7th Feb., 
one of about 1,600 men for Orizaba, under Colone! 
Bankhead, and the otber for the city of Mexico, un- 
der Major Cadwallader, of the voitigeurs. 

The expedition which went from Vera Cruz on 
the 24th January in search of the guerrillas, had two 


| or three slight brushes—nothing dune. 


Larer.—A treaty of peace, signed by Mr. Taisr 
and by three commissioners On the part of the Mex 
ican government, is sow under consideration of the 
execulive. ‘Ihe treaty provides, that hostilities 


F Shall be suspended whist the treaty shall be in sus- 


penve,—the Mexicans agree to a boundary from the 
scaup the middie of the Rio Grande to the boun- 
dary of New Mexico, and thence with trifling di- 


| Session to run west.to the Pacific, so as to give San 







» Which, the United States 


ego to the United States,—in consideration for 


pay to Mexico fifteou muil- 
Vol. SMM. Sie. 25. 


lions of dollars, besides discharging all the deferred 
claims of our citizens upon Mexico. ‘The treaty is 
loug and precise, but says nothing of a United States 
military force being maintained in Mexico for a li- 
mited lime, 


ital apparently at the close of life. A third apo. 
letic stroke while in the legislative halis attending to 
his duties as a representative of the people, deprived 
him of his powers, about half past one o’¢lock this 
day. Both houses immediately adjourned. A na 

tion will sympathize. We too already have our 
CHATHAM. 





NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 








APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 


By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 


Brevet Capt. Osear F. Winship, assistant adjutant 
general, to be assistant adjutant general with tle bre- 
vet rank of major, Dec. 26, 1847, vice McCall, who 
vacates his staff commission, 

First Lieut. Don. Carlos Buell, of the 2d regiment 
of infantry, to be assistant adjutant general, with the 
brevet tank of captain, Jan. 15, 1848, vice Winship, 
promoted asssistant adjutant general, with the brevet 
rank of major. 

J. H. Lyons, of ‘Texas, as assistant surgeon in the 
volunteer service of the United States, vice BE. Tuck- 
er, declined. 

Second Lieut. John J. Peck, to be first licutenant 
in the 2d regiment of artillery, March 3, 1847, to fill 
an original vacancy. 

Charles B. Fletcher, of New Hampshire, to be 
assistant commissiary, vice Jones, discharged by the 
temporary reduction of the volunteer forces. 

William S. Brown, of Michigan,.to be. assistant 
commissary for the regiment of volunteers called in- 
to service from that state. 

James R. Snowden, of Pennsylvania, to be treasu- 
rer of the mint of the United States at Philadelphia, in | 
place of Isaac Roach, removed. 

Samuel G. Taylor, of Texas, te be consul of the 
United States for the port of Santa Martha, in the 
republic of New Grenada, in the place of Southey 
Grinalds, resigned. 

Richard C. T. Brown, of Arkansas, to be agent for, 
the Cherokee Indians, in the place of James McKis- 
sick, deceased. 

Thomas H, Hyatt, of New York, to be consul for 
the port of Belfast, in the place of Thomas W. Gil- 
pin, deceased. 

William R. Sellers, to be deputy ‘pr s*master at! 
Wilmington, in the state of Delaware—reappointec. 
RUMORS RELATIVE TO PEACE. 

That the administration have become dissatisfied 
with the course persued by Mr Tarist, as commissioni- 
er charged with negotiating with the government of 
Mexico, is not only officially announced by the mes- 
sage of the president io the U. States senate, of last 
week, in reply to their call for his correspondence, 
but is unmistakably implied in his being superceded 
in the office he held in the state department. A _ ru- 
mor is mentioned in the N. Y. Courier, of orders 
having been sent to Maj. Gen. Butler, to have Mr. 
Trist arrested and sent home for trial under the act 
of January 1799, for the punistiment of persons guil- 
ty of carrying on a correspondence with a foreign 
government, in relation to disputes &c., without 
the authority or permission of the government of the 
United States, which declares such correspondence 
to be 2 misdemeanor punishable by fine and imprison- 
ment. 

The president in his commuuication to congress 
explicitly denies having received any intelligence of a 
treaty being negotiated by Mr. Trist. “The ‘Union,’ 
in noticing the communication, appears to insinuate 
that something—probably something not recognisa- 
ble by the government, may have been received.— 
Speculation of course is busy in guessing what this in- 





formal something is. One: suggestion is; that the 


Joun Quincy Apams lies in a chamber of the cap- } 


British bearer of despatches from the city of Mexi- 
co, brought a projet submitted through or by the” 
new British minister at Mexico, of terms that might 
be agreed upon. ’ 

Another, the latest, from New Orleans, is, that 
Maj. Van Buren, paymaster U. S. A., who came 
down with the last train from Mexico, was bearer 
of the project of a treaty. 

The most knowing of the Washington correspon- 
dents of Philadelphia and N. York papers that are re- 
garded as semi-oflicial organs, continue to write in 
the most confident language, that a projet of treaty 
has been received at Washington, and has been grave- 
ly considered in cabinet council. 





Treasury Notes —The New York Courier says: 


| “There must be more method and vigilance in the 


management of this depariment—for to-day Treasu- 
ry notes were protested in this city for non-payment of 
the semi annual interest, Mr. Bouck, the receiver, say- 
ing “the had no instructions from Washington to pay 
such interest.” The notes bear upon their face the 
interest of 6 per cent; are payable annually, and the 
treasury, in pursuance of law, has heretofore paid 
the interest semi-annually. 

The very note dated 4th Feb. 1847, for $1990, 
which we saw under protest, had stamped upon its 
face the words “‘six months interest paid” in August 
last—thus establishing the usage under law of semi- 
‘annual payments. Yet now upon the expiration of 
the yea, at this, the great money ma kt »f the coun 
try, the treasury leaves its agents without instructions 
or without means to sustain the credit of its promi- 
ses to pay, by prompt payment of interest in the case 
under consideration—only $30! 

With such arrangements respecting the interest, 
and refusing to provide means by taxation for the re- 
demption of the principal, treasury notes would soon 
be a drug.” 





Henri Ciay.—The case in which Mr. Clay was 
engaged came.on, and the court. room was unusually 
crowded to listen to his arguments on Monday. It is 
represented to have been a very able speech. A let- 
ter from Washington in the Philadelphia North Ame- 
rican says: ‘Mr. Clay will visit Philadelphia during 
the ensuing week, and after remaining there for eight 
or ten days, will wend his way homeward, by Balti- 
more, resting at Pittsburg, to comply with an engage- 
ment.” 


Gen. Morean.—Col. G. W. Morgan, of Ohio, 
says a letter to the Cincinnati Enquirer, “has receiv- 
ed the appointment of Brigadier General in the army. 
He was io start for Mexico on the 3d inst., his com- 
inission to reach him at Vera Cruz.” 

AMERICAN STOCKS IN EUROPE. : 

The N. Y. Courier has a letter from its correspon- 
dent in London under date of 14th January, which 
gives.a statement of the fluctuations in the prices 
of American stocks fora series of years past. To- 
wards the close of the letter the writer says— __ 

If I could venture to prophecy I would say that 
Pennsylvania stock is not likely to rise above 70 per 
cent, here, until the paltry relief note system is done 
away with, and the five per cent. tax on dividends re 
moved;—which tax, states much more embarrassed 
than she is, haye not found it requisite to inflict; — 
and after all, so deep a wound has been given to her 
credit that she will probably never rank again as 
equal to N. York in the security of her stock.— 
Should Pennsylvania, however, at any time bring the 
action,of a.sinking fund to bear upon the price of 
her stock, of course it would soon tind itself at par, 
or near it. 

It is surprising to observe the rapid effect of even 
so small an amount as two per cent, applied annually 
to the redemption of a stock, as exemplified in the 
6 per cent federal stock, which was entirely liquida- 
ted in twenty-three years, by its application. Instead 
of paying only 6 per cent; and although, to the unini- 
tiated, it may seem incredible that so short a period 
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as twenty-three years should have been sufficient, 
still I hope to be able to explain the plan, which was 
in its operatien as follc ws: | 

On the Ist ef January. 1796, two per cent of the 
privcipal was paid off, leaving only $08 of capital in- 
stesd of $100. At the end of that year it is evident 
that the interest due for that year will not be six dol- 
lars, but only six per cent on $98~-which is some- 
thing less, say $5 88. Our hcenest forefathers paid 
not only the two per cent each year, but the full in- 
terest of 6 per cent on $100; paying at the end of 
the first year ¢8, which is nci 2 per cent in reality, 
but 2 1-8: at the commencen:ent this does not shew 
itself; but let us take a step of ten years, say 1806, 
the debt will be found to have been reduced to #69 
84; the interest will be only $4 19; while the $8 be- 
ing paid as before make the real reduction of that 
year not two per cent, but $3 81. Another ten years 
and the failing off of the amount of indebtedness is 
immense. The debt will now be found to be onl 
$1& 76, the interest being only $1 12, but the $8 
still continuing to be paid annually, the real reduc- 
tion is not 2 per cent as in tbe first year, but- $6 88 
per cent on the original capital. 

If the attention of state governments could be 
drawn to the ease with which this sinking fund pro- 
cess can be brought to bear, even they would hardly 
fail to adopt it, and by so doing, not only greatly 
enhance their present credit, but gradually, and al- 
most insensibly, enirely release themselves from debt. 

In an article like the present, it is impossible to 
give a detailed history of the stock of each state, but 
I append a table, showing the, 


Ist, or con- Highest Lowest 
Name of state. tract price. price. price. 
102 105 78 
N. York state 5's Feb. 1825 Ap. 1825 Nov 1839 
Par 1161-2 8&2 
Ohio state 6 pr ct. Oct. 1828 Sep. 1832 May 1845 
Par 108 39 
Pennsylvania 5°s Aug. 1824 May 1833 Aug. 1843 
80 85 47 1-2 
Maryland 5’s, st’g Oct. 1839 Feb. 1840 Jan. 1843 
111 lil 52 1-2 
Mississippi 6's Sep. 1832 Sep. 1832 June 1834 
90 90 20 
Do. repudiated 5’s Nov. 1838 Nov. 1838 Aug. 1843 
Unknown 33 20 
Michigan 6's _— pledg’d say 90 Sep. 1844 
93 95 20 
Illinois 6’s Mar. 1838 June 1838 Ap’l. 1843 
82 84 21 
Indiana 5’s Jan. 1839 Jan. 1839 Nov. 1842 
95 - 95 22 
Do. sterling 5’s Apr. 1833 Ap. 18389 Nov. 1842 
G2 90 75 


N. York city 5's Mar. 1838 Mar. 1838 Sep. 1839 
In comparing the foregoing figures a few points 
will immediately arrest the attention; particularly 
the -vry high and handsome prices given for the 
stocks when they were first brought out. This will 
be more obvious when it is consivered that these pri- 
ces are Eurcpean ones, and to them must be added 
(as above mentioned) ut least ten per cent to rectify 
the error of valuing the dolla: at four shillings and 
six pence. This would lift the price of \.ississipp) 
6 per cents from 1}1 to 122 per cent, at the time of 
contracting the loans. 
‘Maryland stock was brought out at 10 per cent 
less than ever: Mississi; pi fives,—and yet the Mary- 
landers have never pleaded that their bonds have 
been sold under par, as the Mississippians have 
done. 
The difference between the first prices of N. York 
state and Indiana fur similar stock, bearing the same 
interest, is nota criterion tor judgment. When New 
York first appeared the market was not filled with a 


pimcrous body of agents each one trying to force off 


his own stock without hesitating to decry that of the 
agent of another state. 


it rests with the states themselves whether a table 


ofortitude, in captivity and distress, to which there 
can scarcely be found a 


y| then moored under the guns and fastened to the walls 


.| noxivus celis of that fortress. 


similar to the above, prepared by “your Loudon cor- 
respondent” of thirty years hence, shall be an equal- 
ly discreditable record of the state of their morals 
and credit. 





PASSED MIDSHIPMAN ROGERS. 
MR. CLAYTON’s REMARKS 'N THE SENATE. 











Mr. Craxron said: I have the honor to present the 











pensation for Icsses and irjuries received in the ser- 
vice of his country. His memorial is conc!uded in 
erms as medest ard unassuming as they are respect- 
tul to congress, and glances at the leading incidents 
ff an eventful story of dering enterprise and heroic 


parallel in the annals of the 
war. I shall ask of the senate that this memorial be 
printed, in order that he may have the full benefit of 
his own statement; and I now propose to make a few 
remarks in relation to the claim which he presents, 
for the purpose of drawing the attention of the chair- 
man of the committee on military affairs, and the 
members of it, to the facts of the case, because I 
suppose that is the committee to whom the memorial 
may most appropriately be referred. This young of- 
ficer was one of the daring few who, in the month 
of November, 1846, were distinguished for cutting 
cut and destroying the Mexican barque, “Creole,” 


of the fortress of San Juan d’Ulloa. Subsequently to 
the destruction of that vessel, the naval commander 
under whom Mr. Rogers served was desirous that a 
reconnoisance should be made of the localities in the 
vicinity of Vera Cruz, as well for the purpose of 
aiding a land attack as of destroying the enemy's de- 
pot of ammunition; and this young sailor volunteered 
with a few others—a small boat’s crew—to perform 
this dangerous service. On three successive nights, 
this small party penetrated the dense chaparral in the 
neighborhood of the city of Vera Cruz, made a com- 
plete reconnoisance of all the objects of importance 
which they were sent to examine, and afterwards re- 
ported complete drawings of the localities around the 
city, which were held by General Worth to be of 
great value, as he occupied, in the investment of the 
city the particular spot which was the subject of this 
investigation. 

It was during this reconnoisance, on the last night 
of it, that Mr. Rogers was cuptured by a band of 
Mexican guards; and his capture was undoubtedly 
owing to his own generous impulse in saving a bro- 
ther officer. On that occasion he narrowly escaped 
death at the moment of his capture, in consequence 
of the exasperated feelings of the Mexicans conse. 
quent on the destruction of the “Creole.” He was 
carried, that night, to prison in Vera Cruz, where 
he remained four days aud nights without susten- 
ance, in a cell swarming with vermin, and where 
the only intelligence that reached him was, that he 
had been condemned to death as a spy, bya civil 
tribunal; the sole evidence offered before it being to 
the effect, that he was the leader of the party engag- 
ep in cutting out and destroying the “Creole.” He 
then remained in constant expeciation of death for 
many weeks; and when, ashe thought, his death. 
summons was coming, his only answer to it was the 
request, that he might avoid the M-xican mode of 
killing a man behind his back, and meet death as an 
American, who couid look itin the face. He re. 
maived in that state of suspense for a long period; 
his wiprisonment at Vera Cruz tasting ior three 
months. For some reason the bivedy sentence 
whieh hed been recorded against him, was never 
executed, aod a military Commission was ordered to 
sit upon his case. Wheo Gen. Scott was advancing 
to invest Vera Cruz, Mc. Rogers was marctied on 
foot from that ety to Perote, aod confined in the 
As the Auerican ar- 
my advanced into Mexico, he was again temoved 
und conveyed to Puebla. All his property had been 
lost in the wreck of the Somers, and that which was 
conlerred upon him by the bane of triesdship or 
charity was taken irom him by the robbers; « brist 
tos hfe was al the same time, in constant peri from 
tbe excited slate of public teeling against our coun- 
irymen. At a short distauce trom Puebla the in- 
censed rabble stoned him; and on that occasion also, 
he narrowly escaped ueath. Owing to this excited 
staie of public feeling, bis guard Was compelied to 
remain with him within a Jeague of Puedia till mid- 
night, lest he should be torn ef sme by the exas- 
perated pupuluce in the city. hen taken to Pueb. 
ia, ih 8U great pert was he, that the lureign residents 
of that slate interceded in tus behail, and obtained 
ab order tor bis removal to the.city of Mexico. In 
rags and wrelehedness, he was warched tw ihe capi- 
tai; where be rewained a prisoner until intelligence 
of the battle of Cerro Guido arrived; when General 
Santa Anna, the hero of the Alamo, ordered his vic. 
tum to be conveyed stili durihé: into the interior,— 


Aiways ip infinite peril, be aade his way m Mexi- 
cab disguise, being viten suvjected to examination 
from bands of guerrillas and Mexican guards, wotit 


ous army to advance upon the city of Mexico, 


Koowing that death wouid be the consequence of 
that removal, he made a successiul etiurt to escape. 





where Genesat Scott Vas preparing with his Victor 
his knowledge of the localities in the either 
of Mexico, andthe numbers and condition of the 
Mexican force, Mr Rogers was now enabled to sea 
valuable intormation to the commander in chief: and 
his character for courage and intelligence being well 
known, he wae employed as » volunteer sid de cam 
by feneral Pillow; and in cd the bleody activi, 
which succeeded, he was distinguished as the braves 
of the brave, The despatches of the general, whose 
aid be was, fully aitest his character for skill ang 
gallantry, and recommend him in the strongest 
terms to the notice of the commander in chief, be: 
stowing upon him as high eulogiums as oo any other 
officer cf his division. Engaged in all other actions 
of the field, Mr. Rogers was particularly distin. 
guished for hits conduct, as his brother officers relate, 
im the storming of Chapultepec; where he was one 
of the seven who first mounted the walls of that for. 
tress, and planted the standard of his country over 
“the Halls of the Montezumas.” 

The sailor has now returned from the wars: but 
no brevet commission awaits him, because the deck 
was not the field of his fame. He has earned his 
laurels upon the land; : but, although promotion may 
not attend him for the service which he performed 
up«-D land, his claims for justice «ere strengthened 
by this service; and the only object » hich } have in 
view on this occasion, is to commend bis claims (or 
sheer justice to the consideration of the committes 
on militery affairs. I think that a stronger case 
could scarcely be presented for the consideration of 
an American congress. 1 do not undertake to point 
ont the mode or measure of redress which the case 
demands. I leave that to the ability, the patriotism, 
the benevolence of the gentlemen of the military 
committee. We all unite in commendation of those 
of our countrymen who have been distinguished in 
this war. We are accustomed to rejoice over the 
achievements of our countrymen in Mexico, without 
referenee to party distinctions, When the gallant 
dead are brought from Mexico to their home, we 
follow the hearse, “the war-horse and the muffled- 
drum,” and unite in signifying to the world that the 
whole ngwon sorrows for the fallen. 1 bope that 
the samé@ teeling which is so successfully invoked in 
behalf of the memory of the gallant dead, may be 
manifested to the living, and that when the pen- 
siover sbali return from Mexico—the crippled aud 
War worn s0iditr—claiming his dues, we shall be 
ready to award to fiw and to all just compensation 
jor the services which they have rendered to their 
country. 1 hope it may never be said, as of me, 
“How proud they can press to the funeral array 

Of kim whom they shunned in sickness and sorrow, 
And bailifis may seize his last blanket to day 
W inose pall shull be burne up by statesmen to-morrow!” 
1 move that the memorial be printed and reterred 
Lo the commiliee on wtitary affairs. 
The rejerence to the Comuiuitee was then unani 
mously ordered. 








WAkK WITH MEXICO. 





The steame: E itt, ett Vera Cruz on the 20.b and 
end reached New Urieabs on tie 29th January with 
luige number of passengers, arwy officers, &e. 
afuunzst them Breve: Colonel J S. miclutosh. She 
brought also forty sick and discharged soidiers, (wo 
died on the passage, and the remains of a numoer of 
vficers whe tell in the Campaign. 

"Gen. Scorr’s Gasakit Cane, No. 14, dated 
Mexico, Jan. 11th, nawes 16 ollicers, “sick, wound: 
eu, of reported supernumerary” who will proceed 
home, and on arriving at New Orleans report them 
selves to the adjutant general. ; . 

His orDER, Nou. 15, sume Cate, appoints Major. 
L. Garaue: “supermiendent of the direct aud md 
rect takes Jor the support of the army op that por 
trop of Mexico cailed ihe federal district,” which Mm 
cludes the capital,—aud specifies bis powers aud du: 

3. 

a Conspiracy, had been aj prehenced at Mesic% 
and measures were prowptly taken to suppress Ib— 
lt prubabiy gave uccasivn lor the follow ing: 
Office Civil-and Juilitary Governor, | 
Naess Patace, Mexwco, Jan. ii, 1343, 
It is ordereo that ali othcers of ine Mexican ary) 


those of lnuepenuence, Bravo, V ictoria, 
Gaieana, Mina, aud the corps vl Zs pauvres, 


shall present themeeives ai the utlice of the mpppecld 
general of the American army, between t naib 
of 10 A. M. apa 3 P. M. on the 12th, 13ih, oF 


instant. 











memerial ef Passed Midshipman Rogers, asking com- 





he reached the plains which led bim to Pusblg, 


It i¢ aleo ordered that ell officers of ihe 


all retired otticers, as also thuse of ine corps vl Na: | 


as 
tional Guards, including certaim regiments ener : . 
who | 


may now be ip the city of Mexico, not oo parole, | 
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8 Victor = . ~ om a - “ 12 cheanlinin i lite.” AY thle" wahy i 
leo. From ad of the above named corps who may here- } trons on their way to Washington from the Mexican | escape he would not answer for fis ile. s momen 
thborhood oe sve in the eaty shall report themselves at the | government, there remains not a dowbt. But no one i pr pre a2 . om po eae "4 am M ces mi.) 
a of the sféresaid office within twenty-four hours after reach- | has positive information as to their true character.’ Sane pete ot os ae w aaicheinn of aar thelr 
5 give ing the city, The Noticinso of January 12th, contained Presi- in the dead leur ofthe-aiant,.: The dndvdel -aaeagehd 
ef; and This order is rendered necessary by the highly dent Anaya’s proclamation relative to the organiza-| 14, it was the only way he. could be captured. Col. Atreta 
cing well improper conduct of certain officers of the Mexican | tion of the Mexican army. The levies comprise 16-| was also captured in the saine thes sgh oat 5 yam 
de camp army. known tohe inthe city; and any failure to} 000 men, to serve for three years. The following officers volunteered their po mach er 
4y¥ actions comply with it will sunject the offender to the most The disaffected population of Huasteca had mide} the expedition: Capt. Bennett and Lieut. Clinto of the 
he bravest igorous punishment known to the laws of war. a pronunemento against the Mexican army, laws,} Ist Pa Reo’. Cants Diller and Harley. Lieut. Davis of 
ral, whose rig 7: aaeceay a q t. and threaten to march against the | Gen. Cushing's staff, Lieut. Perry, of Gen. Pattersas's 
i By the Gorecnar: ae ee ere ene be taff; Capt. Syberg, Iith Inf. and Lieut. Tilton, Voli- 
skill and R. P. HAMMOND, Secretary. city of Mexico and wrest it fron the Americans. mee J hd erg, ’ veut. it ‘Gove t 
chiet ae The steamer McKim left. Vera Crug on the 24th, A: canspiracy. has: heen set on ee ames of - The Delta makes the following extracts from tiie 
edd and Tampico onthe 3ist. News from the city of | assassinate the Mexican governor of the sta Nasienn tousnnle 
a Mexico to the 19th left al! quiet. Puebla, Dun Raphael (guisa, by Gen. Rea and some) “ni Noricioso, of January 12, contains the penclain i 
OF. actions A courier sent by Mr. Peuples, with copies of the | of his worthy associates. Tneir letters were inter: | 1... of President Anaya. dated at Queretaro, se 
AD distin. resident’s message for his paper in the city of Mex-| cepted by Col. Childs, fron which it appears that) 16) relative to the organization of the en pow il 
syelhiignen a —the American Star,—was seized by guerrillas, | their first object was to get Gov. I[zunsa out of the} ("he several levies amount to 16,000 men, exclusive of 
rg tyme on his return, and taken into some bu-hes, by the| way by assassination, and then murder some of the | the croops already raised, whove ranks are to be filled 
Be Sal for. roadside, where they first stripped and then shot him. | peaceably disposed inhabitants of Puebla, seize the | up. The new levies are to serve for three years, unless 
prone over This was done near Vera Cruz. reins of government, and proclaim Rea dictator.— | sooner discharged. They are nat to — of malefac- 
Col. McClelland, with three hundred infantry and| Gov. Izunsa is known to be a strong advocate of | [ore oF invalids, they ee at least five feet in height, 
mae: bat and their age not to exceed forty years. 
two hundred mounted men, started up the Orizava| peace. eee ie et patra: a ny fa ieeeiluiaiiedal 
ae seek i ‘ i Tampico, has given e diseiiected population of fuasteca nad male « 
d hj road to cut off robbers who were said to be onthe| Cot. Gates, commanding at Tampico, has give niangnetessente aginst the Mosionnstnemeienn aah 
cehie hig : main road to the National Bridge in large numbers. | notice that all gold and silver metals, or specie, | 4, ernment, an d valorously threatened to march:again’t 
my © It is positively asserted by merchants, who are | must be left at the custom house, when designed for | the ciry of Mexico in order to wrest it frum the A neri- 
oe usually well informed respecting affairs in the inte | exportation, where an exact account will be taken) cans. sie 
ip) ote ; rior, that Gen. Lane was moving on Origana with| of it| The duty will be deducted therefrom, and the Col. Gates, commanding at Tampico, hes given 
hibavein FF five hundred cavairy. balance returned to the owners for exportation. notice that all gold and silver metals, or specie, 
sclaims tor There had been fifteen cases of small pox at Vera} The legislature of Durango had joined its vote to; must be left at the custom/iouse, when designed for 
Committe: FF Cruz. that of Jalisco in favor of authorizing the Mexican | exportation, where an exact account will ve taken 
onger case F it was rumored that Mr. Trist had had frequent] congress to take measures to form a coalition be-| of if. The duty will be deducted therefrom and the 
ideration of . interviews with the Mexican commissivaera, and | tween all the Hispano American governments on the | balance returned to the onnete tor exportation, 
- ms point t that certain articles had heen agreed upon, but noth-| continent. A pronunciamento was pit down al Querstarcy by 
vatriotism, | ing of an authentic nature had transpired. The terin of President Anaya expired on the 8th | President Anaya, on the 19th ult., bya display o 
Les military i Col. Hays, with ove hundred rangers, anda few | January. He was succeeded by Pena y Pena, who| military force which overawed the disaflected. They, 
re of thee # I!inois volunteers, reached Teotihuacan on the 10th} ag president of the court of justice, exercises exe- however, threatened to rise, afte: Avaya’s term 
sepsis bh aie a ult, in pursuit of Padre Jarauta. While reposing at| eytive powers until a president shali be elected by | expires, which occurred on the 8thinstant. —~ sat 
nguishe - A anion, with their horses unbridied and unsaddled, congress. The smal! sum allowed the Mexican oificers and 
#4 tee a Jarauta anda party of Mexicans came suddenl, At the latest dates from Quaretaro, a quorum of soldiers had disgusted many of them, accordine tu 
the gailaot fea upon Col. H. and his men, and a severe contest en-| congress had not been obtained, and there was but the Noticioso, and a great many of the officers had 
howe we fe sued. Eight Mexicans were killed. None of the| iitle prospect that any nusiness would be transacted | petitioned for permission to resign. : 
‘an oni od 4 Awericans were injured. The horse of Jarauta| gy present. There have been rumors that Mr. Trist The Anteojo, of Durango, hopes that ‘peace will 
uid thatthe fe was seen after the fight with blood running down his} has for so-ne time been in conference with the Mex-| soon be concluded, or the war renewed with vigor. 
| hope that fee sides, and it is thought that his rider received several | jean commissioners, and that certain terms have The legislature of Durango had juined ifs vote to 
a ksd in Oe severe wounds, been agreed upon, but we have nothiag authentic on | that of Jalisco, in favor of authorizing the Mexican 
#, . b : Accounts from Gen. Cadwailader at Toluca, have! tne subject. congress (o take measures to form a cualition be- 
“ oy ‘a s been received to the 8th and L[Lth inst. He hadde- tween all the Hispano-American governments on the 
i ied d spatched the Ilth infantry to Lerma, sume five} (Capruge or Torreon. ‘I'he Mormng Stargives the | continent. — 
‘aah Mi be } leagues this side of Toluca. following account of the capture ot Gen. Torrejon and The Patriota of Aguascalientes, says it has re 
we shall q The rents.—A letter fro: Atlixco states that the | his companions. ; i ceived various communiaations on the existing stat" 
verpensation F 7 citizens there—a meeting of the council aod others| “A little towards the left of Santa Fe, Col. Dominguez | of the country. Some of the writers propose tY 
1 /egghlg 3 having been held, to take the matier inio considera. | ascertained that there were so:ne fifiy or sixty guerrillas,’ cg}} Santa Anna to the dictatorship, while ol 
cana 4 tion—had agreed to obey the order of Gen. Scutt in under Col Zonnhite borers, 19 aly Macharesd | suggest a national convention, to deliberate whether 
array : regard tothe payraent of the public rents, in addi- aoee — etd oe dra Ovtie eee | peace shall be made ur the war coutinuéd. 
A tion to those required fur the support of their own No alucan the diroprietor of the huciendas of St. Ger- PROCLAMATION. 
_ te Es government. A commuuication had been sent lw P 


and reterred 


s then unani- 








the 20.b and 
January with 


Gov. Childs at Puebia, to make this representation 
to him, 

Letters by this arrival are very contradictory as to 
the rumored treaty of peace. 

The barque Archimides arrived next, with Vera 
Cruz dates to the 26th. The Vera Cruz Free Ame. 
rican of that date states, that Capt. Whipple had 
arrived from the city of Mexico, bringing news that 
Oriziva had been taken aiid was in possession of a 
body of troups despatched from the capital fur that 


trude, Santa Clara, &c. requested aid of Col. Do:nin- | 
guez in their effurts tu liberate ‘hemselves from the rob- | 
beries of ‘l'orrejon and his party, composed of 160 ca- 
valry and two American deserters. Ihe Colonel, with 
his 70 nen, charged upon them, and, after a shght brush, 
put them completely to route, taking Gea. Torrejun, Gen 
Minon, Gen. Gauna and five other vificers, pris.vers, 
50 Mexican cavalry, and the two American deserters — 
These were all placed #t the dispusa!l of Col. Childs at 
Puebla. It appears that Torrejn, when captured, was 
about proceeding to San Andres, to juin the forces in 
that place, and march thence to Orizaba. 





Headquarters Dep't of Puebla. 

Puebla, Jan. 5th, 1848. . , 

Whereas, a diabolical and bloody correspondenee 
has been detected between Don Manuel Peres, and 
other (as yet unknown,) citizeus of Paubla, with a 
person called Geu. Rea, a guerrilla chief, wa wouich 
the said Perez and his confederates reco.nmend the 
assassination of the person who styles hi:aself the 
governor of the state of Puebla, as well ag many of 


the peaceably disposed citizens, in order to “strike 


Pursuing his | terror into the whole community,” and then for ihe 

‘aiaak- course towards the city, the Colonel, upon entering the | said Rea to pronounce against the state and general 

officers, &e. ext urrived the ships Napier and Danvers, with | Pal, perceived a party of guerrillas on both sides of | government, and declare hiunself dictator; this isto 
lutosh. She Vera Cruz dates to the 29th. J 7 


svidiers, two 
fa numoer of 


fo. 14, dated 
‘sick, wound: 
will proceed 
report them: 


vints Major. 
reci aud idle 


The train of 2000 wagons, with a strong detach- 
ment consisting of a squadron of cavalry, two con 
panies Oi vragoons, a Volligeur corps with 6 pieces, 
and some battélic s of infantry, the whole under 
command of Major Cadwallader, of the voltigeurs, 
left the city ol Mexico on the 14:h, and reached Vera 
Cruz op the 27:h Jan. A number of the officers of 
the army came duwn with the traio. 

The train met Gen. Marshall and Col. Miles, with 


the rva:i but was not attacked: Ov the 10th—thatus the 
day betore yesterday—near the Venta de Chalco, Padre 
Jarauta was seen with some 200 guerrillas. 

A correrpondent of the Delta, gives the particulars of 
the arrest ut Gen. Valencia, as follows: 

“Col. H M. Wynko»p, of the 2d Pennsylvania volun- 
teers, having learned by a Mexican: friend, that Padre | 
Jaraula and Gen. Rea were at [‘lalnepanatia, about five | 
leagues from the city of Mexico, applied to Gen. Svott 
for permission to tuke twenty nea and capture them. 
Permission being granted, the Colonel set off on the Ist 


give notice to the inhabitants of the city of Puebla 
that so long as the troops of the United States of 
North America shall hold military possession of 
cily, any Mexican, or other person, not owing a io. 
= to the United States, corresponding with 
nuwn guerrilleros, or with any organised mi slapy 
body, ms arms against the forces of the U. | Laigs,. 
will be considered in the lignt of spies, aL ys. . 
allempt to furnish such armed bodies with plies 


. of any kind, will be deemed as ¢ violation a 
aaiat pet id respective cowniaods, at Puedla, on the 17:h fe Nerd: eiiieets Bence okt pet “Opin phd ro Shenae ae Fp ce will be ine Uni a4 
et,” which i ™ tand chargin Halne unatla, and finding no one! S against the forces of ithe rited 
Sade : The Vera Crug American Star says that at the last p= Bo they eaahe that Rea and Jarauta had left for | States, Aud treated accordm a 
U a 


ed at Mexico, 
suppress i 
wing: 


accuunls irow, Querelary a quorum of congress was 
not in aticndance. Gen. Anaya had beentsucceeded 
by Pena y Peba as president of the republic of Mex- 


icv, and a new one was to be chusen when congress 
assemoled. 


Toluca a few hours previous to our arrival. Colonel 
Wyukvop here learned that Gen. Vaiencia and hie staff | 
were al a hacienda sume six leagues distant. He im- 
mediately set off with his party, aud arrived at the ha- 
cienda, which they surrouuded. Admittarce into the 














gly. Citizens remainin 
in the euty of Puedia during the military : seoaaatne 
by the U. States treops, enjoying | p tection of : 
son and property, taciliy ecknowle: ye such mili ts 
authority, and any aid of theirs compromisi 


promising thee 
i @ | ueutrality, is, by the laws of war, severely puvis od. 
Governor, | The brigade under Col. Riley, is at Tacubaya. aren | ue ee a9 salen ral ariy. ou ed THOMAS CHILDS, Cok UF §° hn 
nm. 11, 1048: Mie origade under Gen. Cushing is at San Angel., Mexican officer on parole opened the Gude and easuted | Civil aug uulitary governor. 
_ corps vl Ne 7 fore the Ist Fevruary, for want of adequate clothing | 


ents known 8 | 7 
ria, Hidalg . 


spauvres, who 





nut oD parole, 4 


f the mppeclot 
een the hovtt 


13h, oF 40 1G 


‘the Mexicel 4 


for the men, which Gen. Scoti had sent twice to 
Vera Cruz after, without outaiaing but a meagre 
supply, and had finally to setaboui a thousand meu 
and women to work at the city of Mexico, at ma- 


king them, and they could not be ready vefore the 
lst of February. 


‘A Vera Cruz correspondent of the New Orleans 
P.eayune, in whom they “rely with confidence,” 
Writes on the Sad: “That there ere perce proposi- 


1 Cot. W. declared that he would rid? léave the hacienda 








vay tor fvluca; but this was net credited, and lights 
were demanded to search the building. Colonel Silea | 
then proposed tu deliver Gen. Valencia the next day if! 
the party would leave. ‘T'o thie the Colonel would not 
assent, and proposed to send an officer and, eight. men 
with hin to await their return, ‘This proposition com- 
pletely non-plussed Col. Silea, and conviaced Col. W 
that Valencia was really in the house. Search was ac- 
cordiigly made, bat nuthing could bé fooad of him-— 





without hi, and that if Valencia would give hive himself 
up ke would be perfectly este, but if be attempred to 
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B. Johnson, appointed a senator of the U. States 
during the recessof the legislature of Georgia, to 
fill the place of M. Colquttt, resigned. 

Mr. Corwin presented ihe following memorials 
and petiioey from the yearly meeting of the Socie- 
‘-y of Friends in Ohio, remonstrating against the 
continuance of the Mexican war; ordered to be print- 
ed. From a number of citizens of Ohio, remon- 
strating against the prosecution of the war for the 
purpose of conquest. From the citizens of Stark 
county, Ohio, in favor of peace. From Monroe 
county, Michigan, praying for the withdrawal of our 
troops. 

Mr. Underwood presented a petition from the exe- 
cutive committee of the Colonization Society, pray- 
ing remuneration for money expended in the sup- 
port of 700 captured Africans. 

The resolutions submitted by Mr. Dickinson were 
then taken up, and the question being on the amend- 
ment submitted by Mr. Yulee, denying the power of 
the general government to interfere with the ques- 
tion of slavery in the states and territories. 

Mr. Yulee addressed the senate in explanation and 
defence of his propositions, until one o’clock, when 
he suspended his observations, and the senate took 
up the special order. 

Ten regiment bill —Mr. Breese took the floor in de- 
fence of the bill and the war. fHesaid it was com- 
menced im the same mannerin which the war of 
1812 was begun. That war was assailed by the 
federal preachers and presses of New England as 
bitterly as the present war is now attacked. He 
went for the conquest of all Mexico, which he 
thought would increase our strength and prosperity. 

On motion of Mr. Upham, the senate went iuto the 
consideration of executive business. 

The senate adjourned. 


Fesrvary 15.—Mr. Foot presented the creden- 
tials of Jetferson Davis, appointed a senator of the 
United States in the room of Jesse Speight, deceas- 
ed, and he was sworn accordingly. 

Mr. Davis, of Miss., presented a memorial from 
the military storekeepers of the U. States, asking to 
be allowed the advantages and emoluments of the 
siaff officers of the U. States. 

Mr. Sevier, presented a proposal of a new route, 
to Astoria via the Rio Grande, in 15 days, from Mr. 
Mills, engineer and architcet of Washington City. 

Mr. Bagby, presented a memorial from the legis- 
lature of Alabama, praying for money or landserip 
in Jieu of s: hoo) jJands unfit for cultivation. 

On motion of Mr. Diz, an inquiry by the com- 
mittee on the library, of the expediency of purchas- 
ing a marble bust of Washington, by Houdon, now 
in possession of Mr. George Gibbs, was ordered 

Army medical staff—On motion of Mr. Badger, the 
house bill for the increase of the medical statf of the 
army, was taken up, and at his motion, indefinitely 
postponed. 

Disposition of acquired lerrilory.—The senate then 
took up the foijow ing resolutions and amendme:t: 

Resolved, That true policy requires the govern- 
ment of the United States to strengthen its political 
and commercial rejations upon this continent, by the 





annexation of such contiguous territory as may con- 
duce to that end, and can be justly oblained; and 
that, neither in such acquisition vor i the territorial 
organization thereof, can any conditions be constitu: 
tionally imposed, or institutions be provided for or 
established, inconsistent with the right of the people 
thereof to form a free sovereign stale, with the 
powers and privileges of the original members of 
the confederacy. 

Resolved, ‘That, in organizing a territorial govern- 
ment for territory belonging to the United States, 
the principles of self-government upon which our 
federative system rests will be best promoted, the 
true spirit sod meaning of the constitution be observ- 
ed, and the conlederacy strengthened, by leaving all 
questions concerning the domestic policy therein to 
tne legislatures chosen by the people thereof. 

‘the amendment proposed by Mr. Yulee is to strike 
out all after the word “‘1esolved,” and insert: 

That the territory belonging to or which may be 
acquired by the United States is the common pro- 
perty-of the union, and the sovereignty over the 
same vests in the people of the several states coui- 
posing the union. 

Resolved further, That the federal government has 
no delegated authorily nor the territorial community 
any inherent right te exercise any legislative power 
within the said territories by which the equal right 
of all the citizens of the United States to acquire 
and enjoy any part of the common property may be 
impaired or embarrassed. 

Mr. Yulee resumed his observations in favor of his 
substituie; vut, without concluding, gave way for 


ibe special order, and will resume the subject to-/ jects provided for in the same treaty. 


morrow. 
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favor of a speedy termination to the war on princi- 
ples alike honorable to both nations. 

Mr. U. went intoa history of the course which 
had been pursued by the administration in the com- 
mencement and prosecution of the war, and showed 
that we had shifted our ground and changed our 
objects. He was opposed tothe bill. He stated 
the reasons which had induced him to vote upon the 
actof May, 1846, for supplies. Since that time the 
objects for which the war was to be prosecuted had 
been abandoned, and it was now avowed to be a war 
of conquest, for which he could not vote supplies.— 
He thought the order to Gen. Taylor to march to the 


Rio Grande was an act of usurpation on the part of 
the president. 


The sennte adjourned. 

Fesruary 16.— Thanks to the generals.—The Vice 
President laid before the senate a message from the 
president in reply tothe resolution of Mr. Benton, 
calling for information concerning the insertion of 
certain words in the Army Register in connection 
with cadets. 

Mr. Diz presented a memorial from the Chamber 
of Commerce of New York, praying a return of the 
duties on the merchandise destruyed by the confla- 
gration in that city in 1845. The amount of goods 
destroyed be estimated atsix millions, and the 
amount of duties was caicuisated at 600,000 dollars, 
of which 400,000 was of unbroken packages. 

On motion of Mr. Downs, a resolution was adopted 
directing the nulitary committee to inquire iuto the 
expediency of passing a Jaw authorizing the ap- 
pointment of ten additional cadets at large in the 
military academy at West Point. 

The amendment made by the housein the bill 
amendatory of act extending the jurisdiction of the 
District courts tocertain cases on the lakes and 
navigabie waters connecting the same, was concur. 
red in. 

Thanks to the generals.—On motion of Mr. Badger, 
the senate resumed the consideration of the joint 
resolutions giving the thanks of congress to Major 
General Winfield Scott and the troops under his 
command. 

Mr. Hale asked for the yeas and nays. The ques- 
tion was then taken and the resolution was passed. 
Yeas 40—nay 1 (Mr. Hale ) 

The joint resolution giving the thanks of conzress 

to Major General Zachary Taylor was then taken 
up, and, on motion of Mr. Critienden was amended 
by striking out certain words, which described the 
victories of Gen. Taylor as unparalleled in the 
histery of the world. 
Mr. Crittenden then made some remarks in reply 
to Mr. Hale’s speech on a previous days, pointing 
out the pernicious resulls to which his views tended. 
Mr. Hale said that he fulfilled his mission by 
standing alone, until the policy of the present ad- 
ministration shall change,or by a_ revolutionary 
movement of public opimon, be chanszed. He said 
ihe camp had already elected our next president. 

The resolution finally passed, after some remarks 
by Mr. Davis. Ayes 48, nay (Mr. Hale) 1. 

The resolution relative to Gen. Scott was recon- 
sidered forthe purpose of enabling some senators 
who had entered the chamber since ils passage to 
record their voles. AnJthe question being again 
taken on its passage, the vole was—yeas 46, nay 1. 
The senate went into executive business. 


Fesrvuary 17.—Mr. Wiles presented a memorial 
from insurers and merchanis of New York, remon- 
strating against the repeal of the pilot law. 

O» motion of Mr. Niles, 

Resolved, That the cowmittee on finance be in- 
structed to inquire whether further legislation is not 
expedient and necessary to protect the revenue from 
fraud in the importation of tea and coffee. 

Ou motion of Mr. Cass, 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian rflairs be 
instructed to inquire into the present condition of the 
fund arising from the sale of the lands and by the 
treaty of 14th January, 1837, with the Saganaw 
band of Chippewa Indians, which were to be dispos- 
ed of for their benefit—what measures are required 
to effect a sale of said lands alan early period and 
ata fair price: or whether it be expedient so to le- 
gislate that the lands may at ounce become the pro- 
perty of the United States, and a fair compensation 














be made to the Indians for thew; aud whether in 
_ justice or equity provision should not now be made 
| in anticipation of the sales of the lands, or a part of 
‘such cumpensation, it they are taken by the go- 
| vernment ior the payment of this class of obligatiuns 
provided for in said treaty and embraced in schedule 
_B, which were not provided for out of the amount 
‘advauced by the U.S. for other obligations and ob- 


the senate until a late hour against the bill, and in | 








— 


Mr. Yulee spoke at length in support of bi 
ment, When he had Souclodea, mibamend. 

Mr. Foote said that not one word which had been 
advanced by the senator from Florida would be 
a y the intelligent public opinion of the 
south. 
Mr. Yulee desired to reply, but Mr. Sevier insisted 
on the special erder. The resolutions were they 
laid on the table on motion of Mr. Foote. 
The senate resumec the consideration of the 
Ten regiment bill.—Mr. Rusk spoke at length 
principally to establish the fact that the boundary of 
Texas extended to the Rio Grande. He deduced 
the the title of Texas from the operations of the 
Texas troops during the revolution, from the treg- 
ties entered into with General Cos and Santa Anna 
and from the course of the Mexican authorities and 
officers themselves. Mr. R. vindicated the policy of 
the presideni in the commencement of the war 
belie ying that he coulu have done nothing else. He 
said he would vote fo. any treaty which does not 
give us the territory up to the Sierra Vadre and the 
whole of California. 
On motion of Mr. Green, the senate adjourned. 
Fepruary 18.—Postage.—The bill reported by 
Mr. Niles amendatory oi the post law, authorizing 
deputy postmasters to receive credits for their com- 
mission quarterly, instead of annually, was consider- 
ed and passed. 
The bill for the relief of John Black, late consul 
at Mexico was passed. As was aiso, 
The bill for the relief of the widow of Lieut. Col, 
McRea, U.S. A. 
Military actions.—Mr. Baldwin submitted resolu- 
tions directing the contributions collected by the 
army in Mexico to be applied to the payment of the 
claims of our citizens upow Mexico, declaring that 
the power belonged to congress to ake the requisite 
appropriations for support of the U. S. army—and 
calling upon the president for a particular account 
of the monies so collected and how disposed of. 
The Loan bill from the house was received, read 
and referred. 
Some minor business was transacted, after which, 
the senate resumed the considerativn of the 
Ten regiment bill.— Mr. Green spoke at soine length 
against the bill and the war, which he regarded as 
commence! illegally by the order issued to General 
Taylor. He considered that the government of the 
United States had no right to hold fureign territory 
by the title of conquest merely. [t was inexpedient 
to annex Mexico, or any other territory beyond the 
limits we now possess. Jt would tuvolve the ne- 
cessity of keeping up a standing army, and this 
would be dangerous to our Instilution-. 
Mc. Mason obtained the floor. 
A report was received from the war department 
transmitting the account frou the cilice of the. 2d 
comptroller of the balance in the treasury July Ist, 
1346, and the appropriativus Mase for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1847. Tue senate adjourued 
till Monday. ) 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monpa}, Fes. 14. J bacco trade. —On motion of 
Mr. Chapman, it was resolved tual a select commit- 
lee be appointed to inquire into the tobaccu trade of 
the United Siates with the different countries of Eu- 
rope, and the dulies aad restrictions imposed upon 
this branch o!f American comuwerce, to report by 
bill or otherwise. 

Ou wotion of Mr. J. R. Ingersoll, the committee 
on the judiciary were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of repeaitag so much of the act of Sep- 
tember 24th, 1759, to establish the juiicial courts 
of the United States, as authorised the taking of de- 
positions without notice to the adverse parties— aud 
of exiending the privilege of American vessels to 
| ali foreign vessels transferred by judicial saies under 
the order of a eourt of competeut jurisdiction, loa 
citizen of the United States; 

And of providing a place of deposit for the bonds 
of clerks of United States courts; 

And of abolishing custom huuse oaths; 

And of promibiting executions of criminals in 
public; : pico 

And of altering the bolding of the circuit court of 
the United States for the souhern district of New 
York; 

Aud of regulating costs in courts of admiralty; 

And of so modifying the judiciary system of the 
United States as to tacilitate the despatch of busl- 
ness Without impairing the vigor and wisdom of the 
administration of justice. ' sie tt. 

Mr. Ingersoll, aiso offered a resolution which lies 
over, directing the secretary of the treasury to fe- 
port the articles embraced in the tariff act of 1847, 





The senate resumed the consideration of the reso- 


Ten regiments.—Mr. Upham rose and addressed | jutions of Mr. Dickinson. 





va which the duties cad be increased beyond the 
| existing rates; so as to augment the revenue. 
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iG: s in England and Mexico. . “The country, then, : 


would be like a strong man bkedirg at both arms. A 
| falexh ustion must follow from such a drain of specie; 
+10 the most active and effective measures would be 
D+ ¢ eesary to restore to the country the energies of life 
wis health, _ 

At this point, Observing that his hour was nearly 
ext austed, Mr. V. concluded that he would eet the 
ir dert example of resunung his seat before the expira- 
tion of his time. 

“3 : TRE VOTE. 

The committe then proceeded to the vote. The 
«t-eation being upon the amendment heretofore submit- 
1 d_by Mr. Vinton, making the loan $16,000,000 instead 
c 18,500 000, was put, and decided in the aftirmative. 

Mr, Hale moved that the first section of the bill be 
amended, by the addition of a proviso that no part of 
the money to be raised by the bill shall be used for the 
further prosecution of the war with Mexico, which was 
rr jected. by tellers—affirmative 23, negative 118. 

Mr: Me nioved to amend the first section by 
rdding the follow'ng proviso, viz: 

rovided, That frum and after the passage of this 
: et, there shall be levied, collected and paid Gn all arti- 
t lee not included in any of the schedules of dutiable 
articles of the tariff act of Congrese, of July, 1846, ex- 
éept especie, and bullion, and wearing apparel, and 
articles not imported from foreign countries, when im- 
peited into the United S:ates, a duty of twenty-five per 

ent. advalorem: Provided, ‘Tha: on importations of tea 
and c: flee in foreign vessels, not egies on a footing 
with vees ls of the United States, by reciprocal treaty 
stipulations, or 7 proclamations of the President,issued 
in pursuance of any act of Congress, the additional 
duty impused bythe « leventh section of the tariff act of 
Congress, of thiftieth August. ei:hteen hundred and 
‘two, thall be exacted: And provided, also, Tha: 
e:fice, the production or growth of the culunies or de- 
‘pende ncies of the Netherlands,in.:ported into the United 
States trom the Netherlands, in Dutch veseels, shall no: 
be subject te such addiuonal duty imposed by the atore- 
said act of Congress, of thirtieth August, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-two. 

Mr. Hunt roxe to a point of order, and contended 
that the amendment was net in order, inasmuch as the 
332et rule of the House provides that no proposition for 
a tax should be discussed upon the sume day in which 

is made to the House. 

Mr. Collamer inquired if the amendment was germane 
to the subject. 

‘The Chairman ruled the amendment out of order, 
uader the prvvisions of the rule quoted by the gentlemen 
from New Yerk, and aiso because it was not relevant 
to the subject under di-cussivn. 

Mr. MeLune appealed trom the decision, and the 
vote being taken, the chair was sustained. 

Mr. Hall, ot New York, moved that the let section 
of the bill be amended, so as to provide that the money 
raised by the biil ehali not be first appropriated before 
applied tothe wbjecite desiguuted. Mr. H. also moved a 
verbal amendment to ibe bill. 

Pending the action upon the letter amendments,-a 
motion that the committee rise prevailed; and the cum- 
mitiee rose and reported, 


Teurspay Fes 17.— Resolutions from the commil- 
tee ub printing, vuthorising 10 000: copies of Lt. Em- 
ory’s report and map, Wilh accoupany ing journal ol 
Capt. Johnaon, were adopted 

r. Palfrey arkeu leave to offer the following res- 
olution: 

Resulved, (a8 the sense of this house,) That the 
\ ar now Waging by the U. States against the repud- 
he of Mexico ought forthwith to cease. 

Resolved, (as the sense of this house,) That such 
9p amount of movey, and no mure, ought to be 
placed at the disposal of the exceutive governmet, 
tur the land and navul lorces of thiy republic vow 
within the territory and on the costs of Mexico, as 
will be a sufficient and bberal provision fur the re- 
turn of said forees to the United States. Odjected to. 


Loan bill.—The |,ouse resoived into committee of 
the whole on the loan bill. 

Verbal amendments, proposed by Mr. Hall, of N. 
Y. were agreed to. 

Mr. King, of Massachuseits, moved to add at the 
end of the Ist section te following: **And no cert 
ficate of stock shall be issued under this act until the 
president shall have nominated and the senate con- 
firmed three comwmissioaers, fully authorized to ne- 

oviate a treaty of peace with the Mexican govern. 
ment on principles of reciprocal justice to both 
countries. 

‘+ Mr. K. was on tne floor advocating his mo- 
tion when the speaker's hammer arrested his remarks. 
A point of order as to relevancy was started, but the 
question on the amendment was taken and it was 

atived. 

3 r. MeKay, then modified his substitute by striking 
out the Qist and 22d sections, (the former proposing 
a tak on (@ and coffee, and the laiter appropriating 
90,000 to defray the expense 0! issuing treasury 
nvtes,) and also ly raising the emount of treasury 
potes to be authorized to sixteen millions; and this 
modified proposition he now moved as a substitute 
for the vill ws amended. : 

This was objected to as oul of order. The chair. 





man (Mr. Botts) ruled it in order. An appeal was ta- 
ken on this decision, by Mr. Vinton, but was subse. 
quently withdrawn, 

Mr. Sawyer pragered an amendment, which was 
briefly discussed, but at the suggestion of Mr. Mc- 
Kay, he consented to withdraw it, on conditicn that 
the bill he amended so as to prevent certificates of 
“ than $50 being issued, and the bill was so amend- 
ed, 

A great number of amendmenis were offered in 
succession—some adopted, others rejec:ed, and many 
aes out of order. © After the bill had been perfect- 
ed, 

Mr. McKay, proposed as a substitute for the whole 
bill, the bill reported from the minority of the com- 
mittee of ways and means, providing for an issue of 
treasury notes, a tax on tea and coffee, kc, &c. 

This substitute bill wasin substance siwilar to the 
loan bill passed last ses<ion. It was in its turn subject. 
ed to a series of amendments. and after having been 
gone thrcwzh with, «as rejected ayes 82; nays 104. 

Mr. MeKay said he regretted exceedingly that his 
friends on this side of the house had not brought 
themselves up to vote for the proposition (contained 
in his first substitute) for a tax on tea and coffee. If 
they had not nerve enough to vote for it, they had 
no right to expect the other side of the house would. 
We (said he) are the persons who have brought on 
this war, and we are properly responsible for al] its 
consequences, (roars of laughter,) and weoucht to 
provide the means for carrying iton. What do you 
suppose the whole amount of thin enormous tax will 
be, of which gentismen are so afraid? | have a 
number of tables before me, which | will publish, 
that the country may see what this monstrous tax 
upon tea and coffee amounts to. It amounts to a 
charge of only thirteen cents upon each individual 
in the United States. 


Mr. McK. said there was a difference in the 
amount of treasury notes proposed to be jasued by 
the present substitute and that which was proposed 
in hix first amendment. ‘This proposed the amount 
of $16,000,000 of treasury notes; the substitute of 
the minority of the committee of ways and means 
proposed $15,000,000, because they supposed that, if 
the tax were laid upon tea and coffee, it would yield 
at least une million of dollars for the remainder oi 
the year. But the committee having refused to in- 
gert this, he had increased the proposed amonnt to 
$16,000,000. 

I'his brought up the naked question, then, before 
the committee, whether they would authorize a 
competent loun by treasury nutes and stock, or whe- 
ther they would take the stock alone, and place this 
government, in this pertlvus period of her history, 
cumpietely in the power of the capitalists of the 
country? Why, your treasury notes have always 
been superior Guring time of war to stuck loans.— 
As was rewiarked vy his friend from Mimors, (Mr. 
Ficklin,) during the last war wh Great Britain 
your treasury notes uever fell below IT ‘per cent. 
under par, while your government stuek was down 
to 30 per cept. below par. Aud what is the mon. 
strous difference between treasury notes and stock, 
about which gentlemen on the other side talk su 
much? ‘Paik about a government bank, as the gen- 
tleman frow Penosylvania declared the issue of 
treasury votes would make! Tie proposition was 
absurd. ‘The simple feature of a bank 

The hammer here fell. 

The question being taken on this second substitute 
by tetlers, the vote stoud: Ayes 104, nevs 105 

So the modified subsinute of Mr. McKay was re- 
jected. 

A motion was made that the committee rise and 
report the bill as amended. 

Mr. McKay objected, and offered another substi. 
tute for the bill,—substantially the same bill with 
ap additional seotion, authorising the treasurer to 
issue three millions in treasury notes in place of 
bonds. 

The Chair said it was but another form of modifi- 
cation of the substitute which had been already 
gone through with; and he ruled it out of order. 

Mr. McKay replied with warmth, and took an ap- 
pel from the decision ef the chair, 

But the decision was affirmed by a vote of the 
eommitiee taken by tellers—ayea 105. 

‘The committee then rose and reported the bill of 
the majority of the committee of ways and means, 
as aimended. 

Mr. Vinton moved the previous question, which 
was seconded: Ayes 106, nves 104. 

Mr. Juhnson, of Arkansas, muved that the house 
adjourn; decided in the negative: Ayes 84, nves 115. 

the main question was then ordered to be pul; 
which main question was: Wali the ‘house concur 
with the committee of the whole in their amend- 
menis? and the several amendments of the commit. 
tee of the whole were seperaiely agreed to. 
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The bill a eens 
e bill having been engrossed, was pasa 
yeas and nays. Yeas 192. nays 14. nse Mg 
' The title of the bili waa altered so asto read, “A 
bill to authorise a loan not to exceed the sum of 
$16,000,000 * The house then adjourned. 
_' Fruway, Fes. 18. Texan Rangers’ horses. A bi\| 
introduced by Mr. Burt, of 8. Carolina, from the 
committee on military affairs, to pay for horses lost 
by. said rangers for want of forage, before being 
musiered into service, afier some debste, was post. 
poned till Tuesday next. 
Com. John Paul Jones. The bill from the senate 
for the relief of his heirs was dehated in com. 
mittee of the whole, amended, in several particulars 
reported to the house, and passed unde: the previous 
question—yeas 99, nays 77. The house by yeas 84, 
nays 82, then adjourned over till Monday. 
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NEW YORK DEMOCRATIC STATE CONVEN. 
TION. 








The ‘address to the democracy of New York,” repoit* 
ed by Mr. M.Vean, trom the commitiee appoi:ted tor 
the purpese, on the 26th January, was read and unan- 
imeusly adopted by the convention. It occupies over 
three columns of the Washington U:ion of the 15:h 
inst. Much the longest portion of it is appropriated to 
denunciations of those who have seceded from the par. 
ty, and are ho'uing a State Convention at Utica.— 
tL belonus to the political history of the umes to furnish 
at least the oudines of this schism. 

The address commences by asserting that the con- 
vention then preeent was the succession of the Syracuse 
convention, and consequently the “regular demweratic 
convention” of the state. Its avthority as a convention 
of the demucratic party is therefore u:-ques ionable.” 

“A d:stinet, separate and hostile party organization 
of persons who were lately members ot the democratic 
party, was afterwards made at Herkimer,” and have 
since changed their place of meeting to Utica.” * * 

“We concede that their organization ie hostile to us, 
to the fullest extent they claim} that it is not only hostile 
in form and in action, but hostile in principle. They 
have declared that their political principles are irrecon- 
cileably opposed to ours; and as we are determined to 
majutain ours at all hazards, and exclude their narrow 
tests from the demvcratic party, their secession was the 
inevitable result of the position. “wever much we 
may regret that the cause for separation existed, it is 
better, the separation being effected by their deliberate 
aci. it should be so marked as to lead to no mistakes as 
to our several positions.” 


The address goes on to give a history of the separa- 
tion, its primary cause, and says: “‘T'heir hostility no 
doubt had its origin in the resulis of the Baltimore coa- 
veution itself. ‘This is undvubtedly the primary cause, 
to which all uthers are accessory." * * * * 

“{ he central power which had grown up at Albany, 
under the late cunstitution at iis commencement. and 
was wiel.ied by those who held there the s'ate executive 
offices, was one of these practical political despotisms 
which are felt wrhout being seen. The patronage 
which that censtitutiwn gave them officially, affurded 
themample means to excite the hopes and fears of the 
needy. o extend their patronage,and to secure further 
means to reward the vbedient and punish the refractory, 
the whole state banking power, and the banks, with 
their oversha owing money influence, were brought 
withia the official control of the central power. ‘The 
model of party organization was the feudal system.— 
The lords paramount at the centre contr lled the inter- 
mediate lords in the cenire of each county, and T 
again controlled their minor divisions. Like its model, 
ite characteristic was sirength, and like it, i produced 
a vussalage debasing and degrading ‘I’o break up and 
disperse thoy power was one vf the controlling motives 
that induced the call of a convention to forma new 
consiiuti n. 

Most effectually was that great work consummated 
by that instrument. [tis true it left them in office; but 
tieir offices were the mere euadow of their former 
power. : 

Ii was early foreseen, however, that they would strug- 
gle to retain their places, and as they approached the 
crisis of their fate, they weuld becom: n ore desperate; 
and it was foretold that the event which would reduce 
them to the level of a common equality with other re- 
speciable cuz .s, would signalize their departure from 
a party which tor a quurie: of @ century had pampered 
their pride; that thev would luse ail sense of gratitude 
for the long-cuntinued and multiplied favors of the past, 
in gratifying the desire to revenge the omissivn at last to 
continue them in place and p..wer. ; 

The adoption of the new constitution clearly pointed 
to their displacement, as necessary to complete 
reform it was designed to accomplish. It was proper 
that the dispersion of the monopoly should be followed 
by the dispersion of the monopoulists. Those whose 
counsels prevailed at the Syracuse convention were 
governed by the best of motives.. Their design wus 10 
untrammel the sources of political power. ‘They did 
not oppose the continuance in office of the representa- 
tives of the central power, becauae they held their plas 
ces fof a quarter uf a century, or because they belonged 
io another generation, but because they constituted @ 
combinatiun of persons habitually unfriendly to the 
enjoyment of freedom of vpinion, and were practised 
ageinet freedom of action ; use they had wielded 


eee nctett Ieee ORR EE Oe 


i RAS pend: vt Sak Seek be ae 


” % 
PAS lee 





Py 


it 


fai Og epee aia Ak ah ae Beg OS 





SING at Haka aN dp asi ARE st 


a 


the ceull 
design 
The fi 
the bitter 
with whi 
desizn (a 
of the fo 
allowed t 
of office 
the deme 
the most 
quent ly L 
office a8 
to. those 
governin 
power, a 
the rank 
the same 
of ther | 
to remoy 
personal 
sionate; 
coneciot 
to prom 
bearanc 


spirit of 
y miki 
central 
contest | 
convent 
more 8! 
constitu 
were Cé 
— 
ingeri) 
of the 
subsequ 
dispelle 
They 
they co 
adopt 1 
It will} 
have su 
the bill 
cussed 
posed 
enable 
with 1 
amend 
be exc 
treaty, 
end, t 
acquir 
law of 
ceded 
any ac 
be exc 
which 
unt! ¢) 
This 
propos 
their y) 
from 4 
deem | 
The 
an eit 
to the 
their e 
from | 
but as 
tainab 
territo 
slave! 
thew 
mean: 
by the 
end, : 
prevel 
orl 
the sy 
iinet 
stand 
We 
plat fe 
none 
cunie 
tiny 
pucce 
WwW. 
undi: 
proel 
mem 
Alba 
unde 
tions 
elect 
Vesti 
show 
publ: 
an e: 






d by 
l, A 
um ef 


A bill 
m the 
8 lost 
being 
post. 


enate 
Com. 
ulars, 
vious 
as 84, 


manent 


— 


VEN. 


ne 


report® 
ed for 
unan- 
8 OVer 
» 15th 
ted to 
e par- 
ica.— 
irnish 


e€ con- 
racuse 
reratic 
ention 
le” 
zation 
cratic 
have 
e 


»to us, 
hostile 
They 
recon: 
ned to 
arrow 
as the 
th we 
d, it is 
berate 
kea as 


epara- 

ty no 

> CON- 

cause, 
s 


lbany, 
it. and 
cutive 
otisms 
‘onage 
forded 
of the 
urther 
ctory, 
, with 
ought 

The 
em.— 
inter- 
i they 
model, 
duced 
p and 
olives 
, hew 


mated 
es but 
former 


strug- 
ed the 
erate; 
reduce 
er re- 
: from 
ipered 
stitude 
e past, 
last to 


ointed 
ie the 
proper 
lowed 
whose 
were 
yus '0 
ay did 
senia- 
ir pla- 
onged 
ited a 
io the 
ctised 
nelded 





Cae eal ORR 


Cus eel eae Wien A SELIG ES Aas See ce ee ote; 





Phe FS SUP ery ase 






NILES NATIONAL 








—_——— 


the ceatral “powe’s coustituting the ceatral despottemy | 
designed to be overthrown by the new constitution. 

The fulmination of the wrath of the central power, 
the bitterest denunciation and the coarsest invective 
with which democra's were assailed, who Mee mer a the 
desizn to remove ‘heir odious monopoly, by the exercise 
of the long-neglected Guty of rotation in office, were 
allowed to pass without recrimination. Long possession 
of office and power had led them ty consider themselves 
the democratic party—the whole of it in tis State, and 
the most essential partof itinthe Union. ‘They conse- 
quently regarded the proposition to supersede them in 
office as rebellion against the eoriy itsell, and an insult 
to those to whom was committed the sacred trust of 
governing. Those who were subjected mentally to their 
power, and whose passive submission entitled them to 
the rank of true men, viewed them and the matter in 
the same light. It was natural, entertaining such views 
of their position, that they should consider that the effort 
to remove them had its origin in a desire to injure them 
personally, as well as good government, and be pas- 
sionate; and it was natural, als», that those who felt 
conecious that | were actuated by the single desire 
to promote the public good shuuld treat them with for- 
bearance. Indeed, nothing can better illustrate the 
spirit of generous toleration which governs the true 
democracy than the mode in which the assaults of the 
central power were received and treated during the 
contest which preceded and terminated in the Syracuse 
convention; and we may add also, that nothing could 
more strongly illusirate the evil tendency of the State 
conatitution under which these rulers came into and 
were continued in power, than their course of conduct 
during and after that contest; and if there were any 
lingering doubts among the people about the propriety 
of the reform provided in the new constitution, the 
subsequen! cunduct of the central power has forever 
dispelled them. 


They ruled the party for twenty-five years, and when 
they could rule no longer, left it because it refured to 
adopt the Wilmot proviso! Whatis the Wilinot proviso? 
It will be best defined by showing how its adherents 
have suught to apply the principle involved in it. When 
the bill known as the three million bill was being dis- 
cussed in the House of Representatives, and which pro- 
posed to put at the disposal of the President money to 
enable him to negotiate a treaty of peace with Mexico. 
with territorial indemnity, Mr Wilmot offered, as ar 
amendment to it, a proviso that slavery should torever 
be excluded fron the territory to be acquired under such 
treaty, The principle, then, is this—they propose, as an 
end, to exclude silvery from the territory that may be 
acquired from Mexico, and, as the means, @ previous 
law of Congress protibitiog itsintroduction, Itis con- 
ceded by then that it is a well-settled Jaw, that witheut 
any action on the part of our government slavery would 
be excluded from such territory by the laws of Mexico, 
which would be the law of the territory when annexed, 
unit changed. 


This coneession involves the admission that their 
proposed end would be accomplished without using 
their means. tis an adinission that entire abstinence 
from poliical agitation would secure the end which they 
deem sv vastly important, 

The demvcratic party and it@ administration have also 
an eid, which they coneider of momentous importance, 
tothe acconiplishinent of whieh they have devoted all 
their energies. That end is the acquisition of territory 
from Mexico by treaty, not for the sake of acquisi-iun, 
but as the only possible indemnity and satistaction at- 
tainable. Tne end we propose is the acquisition of 
territory, The end they propose is the exelusion of 
slavery from guch territory, We make no is-ue with 
then on their propused end. Our issue is@s tv thei: 
means. Their means, although entirely unnecessary, 
by their own admission, for the accomplishment of their 
end, are the musi effectual that could be devised to 
prevent usfromeflectingours"” * * * ° 

“They abandoned the demuvcratic party, because, in 
the spirit of toleration and a catholic liberality, it deter 
inined tomaintain a platform broad enough for them to 
stand Ou withus, ‘Ibe uifference between ys is shis.— 
We do nut exclude them; but they have erected a new 
platform, so narrow in its dimensions, that it will hold 
none besides themselves. It is possible for them to 
cometous, ‘Te design of their platfurm was to make 
it ipussible for ys to go to thems and in that they were 
successiul, 

Why did the central power, after their open and 
undisguised abandonment of the democratic party, as 
proclaimed at Herkimer, since seek the endorsement of 
members of the legislature who happened to be at 
Albany? The meu who were then there were elecied 
under the old constitution. Two several State conven- 
tions Of the democratic party had been held, since their 
election, under the new constituuon. Why were these 
vestiges of a former political creation galvanized intu a 
show of life? Were tiey su cowed by the exhibition of 
public scorn for their faithi-ssness, that they resurted to 
an expedien! so extreme and desperate, to yive them a 
litle of the coloring of that regularity which a month 
betore they so boidiy scouted?) They ayain adopted at 
Albany te sane warrrow,proscriptive and bigoied creed. 
They relaid the same corner stone. The priesis that 
minister a! the altar are the sume, and the worshippers 
are the same. Diu they iniend to use this coloring as 
the foundation of a claim for admission in the Balumure 
Conveiition? Why should they, witha declaration of 
Ptitieiples wholly ai war with the principles of the entire 
Aattoiial democracy which will assemble there, seek ad- 
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kuow that if their principes should get adimissio : Tn 
that convention, the demucratic party would be broken | 
up. They know also ‘hat the convention will exclude 
that principle. What will they then do? | They aban- 
doned the Syracuse convention for its refusal to adopt 
that principle. They will be bound in honor algo to 
abardon the national convention, for the saine cause.— 
The state convention was for state purposes, and they 
then «ha: doned it because it refused to adopt a principle 
of a national character, having nothing to do with state 
porice The cavee that was good at Syracuse will be 

ter at Baltsmore; and they are since pledged to its 
sufficiency. Those who believe that they will abide by 
the Baltimore convention. under any circumstances, 
believe ther to be more infirm of purpose and more! 
dishonorable than we do es 
What other object, then, ean they have in view, than 
a claim to the honor of political martyrdom, with a 
view of making them more formidable for mischief in 
the approaching great struggle between the democratic 
party and iis enemies? They labored diligently for days 
at Syracuse tor a show of martyrdom; but they were 
unsuccessfu'!. Experienc> has sinc: proved to them 
that they would soon be powerless for injury to the 
democratic party, if they did not endeavor tv maintain a 
pusition within it The principle which led them to 
absndon the party is one they hold in common with the 
whig party. ‘They and the whig party are alike hostile 
to those who oppose their principles. Where there ie 
agreement in priaciple, there is a tendency in the law 
of politics to a union, which time will certainly accoin- 
plish. There can be but two parties in this country, 
and they are a fragment of the one with which they 
agree. Atone election they gave the whigs their present 
majority in the house of representatives; atthe succeed- 
ing election they gave the whigs all the executive 
depariments and both houses of the legislature, in this 
state; and at this very hour, when our country is 
engaged in a foreign war, they glory in both achieve- 
ments.” 

THE WAR. WITH MEXICO. 

Fellow-citizens, the war forced upon us by the 
aggression of Mexico is the war of our country.— 
He that will oppose it, or he that hesitates in the 
support of it, is not of the country. He is an alien 
iu sentiment within it, and is unworthy of the asso- 
ciation of Americans. 

We are in favor of the acquisition of territory as 
compensation and indemnity. ‘Those who profess to 
be in fayor of the acquisition of territory, aod insist 
upon the agitation of a subject which will prevent it, 
cannot very strongly commend themselves to the 
candid judgment of the intelligent. ‘Those who open- 
ly advocate the no-territory doctrine are less to be 
feared, fur they can be met in the open field of argu 
ment; the others are the more insidious and subtle 
foes, being in ambuscade. : 

Strongly as we are impressed with the propriety 
and justice of the acquisition of territory, we would 
despise ourselves if we were to avail ourselves of a 
conquest to secure that end, because the weakness of 
our enemy yielded to our strength. Such a motive 
is culively repugnant to those principles of mora! jus. 
lice which are the liie of the democratic faith and 
demvucratic practice. 


TITLE BY CONQUEST. 

The title of the Mexican government isa title by 
conquest from those who held it by conquest. If we 
touk it and hel. it by the same title, they could not 
complain. ‘Their title is legal; and our tithe would 
be alsu legal. As a moral question, if they have 
wronged us, if they owe us a deot which they are 
muraily Buuud to pay, and brought upon ihewselves 
the war by vielating @ moral outy, then our moral 
right to retam the territory in the payment of the 
debi, ia as Strong us is the moral duty lo pay where 
paymentisdue. From the very pature of our insu 
\ulivas, aud tne form and design uf our government, 
such territory, when acquired, would not be held by 
cukqguesi, as such tenure is known in the internation- 
wl cude. ‘ve would hold it, not for our use, Bul for 
ihe use Ol man, be he there, or come he wheuce he 
may. Jt». oud ve held ouly tu be surrendered to the 
government of the oecupants of the lund! Can terri- 
tory be held by Conquest, » hich is alike free to all, 
aud Is governed, uf is tu be governed, wt its vccu- 
pauls, by a government ol their own? e deny that 
such a lewure ls @ lenure By Conquest, as such leoure 
bas becu known in the worid. bt is no more than the 
restoration of moral rights by legal means. We (the 
Awerican people) have devolved upon us lue great 
work of resiuring to man his jong just rights. Phe 
ineans Ly «hich we are lv accomplish this end ougal 
to De legaily as well as woraily Just. ihe field 1s in 
part opened to us vy the conduct of Mexico, and 
such wurel aod legai meuns are offered for our ase. 
Shail we occupy uf Suall we vow run with manly 
vigor the race thatis set before us? Or shall we 
yield to the suggestiuns of a sickly fapaticisa, and 
sik iato aw evervating slumber? Luvor was ioe 
cubsecraled means ol man’s subsisteace when he was 
created. ‘To replenish ihe eurth and subdue tl, was 
bis ordained mission and desiing. We feel no emo- 





Mission among them? They are intelligent enough to 
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isin, or reli cion, has! ~fthem io balteve that they can 
presciibe a better course of duty thar (nat of the 
Goi who made us ail! They whose representatives 
we are, are ready to perform (hat for which they 
were ordained. They feel all the streagih (at the 
consciousness of being right «an impari, asd are 
aNxious to press oo vard in fulfilment of destiny. 
FREE TRADE. 
Feilow-citizens, speaking in the nane of the great 
party to which we belong, we declare ourselves in 
favor of free trade. We have no wish, in this exi- 
gency of our public affairs, to alter the tariff of 1346, 
excep: so far as may be necessary to make it more 
cooturmable to the revenue staniard. We are ne- 
vertheless in favor of free trade as the ultimate set- 
tled policy of the country. We regard free trade as 
the means of giving bread to Europe and wealth to 
America; aid the certain means of establishiag that 
brotherhood between the citizens of the world, which 
will assimilate all governmeats, make thea all free, 
and expunge frem the international code the eelics of 
barbarism that linger there. 
Tnose who profess to be in tavur of free trade, and 
whose political efforts are directed to the single ob- 
ject ef alienating the affections of the people of the 
section ef the cuniry who are ils supporters, cannet, 
by an intelligent con amily, be regarded in any 
other light than as being its secret but most deter- 
inined foes. 
The address is in favour of the district system, 
instead of the general ticket system, of choosiss de- 
legates to the nwtional convention. “The systems of 
leaders, of Jords, and title lords,is exploded. Hence- 
forth the people will be their own leaders and their 
own rulers.” 
Returning to their first theme, the address in con- 
clusion, thus characteri-es the schism and seceders. 

“if there are any out of t .13 state who believe that 
the separation is a separation fur local causes, let 
them be undeceived. We have shown that the hos- 
tility of the seceders had its origia in the action of 
the nativnal democratic party itself, and that the 
avowed object of their separation is on a principle of 
nativnal politics. ‘Tneir hostility to us as a local 
party 13 lees viller thon their hostility to the national 
party to which we belong. We are more sudject to 
ihe extidition of their hosiulity, for the reason that 
we, asa part of the whole, are locally within the 
sphere of their political action. 

Had the seceders, in a fit of passion arising from 
their defeat in some personal scheme, formed a hew 
irregular party organization, in our strong desire to 
uphold the democratic purty, we would willingly sa- 
crifice ali personal feelings to unite with thea; but 
their hostility is worse (hav mere irregularaty. It 
is tuadamental They are not only irregularin their 
acuion, Dut tueir husitlily to the demucratre party 
itself and its principies is determied. They nave 
not only adepied the creed of the opposition, in its 
uilfereni plases ui federal, whiz, and abolition, but 
tS woral practices in ali thuse phases, as exhibited 
M impeding the acuion of the government in con- 
cucting @ lureign war, aud ia the agiialuon of a dis 
turbing sectiunal qicstivn. Puew opposiion tu the 
malioual democratic paily is as deleruiocd as is that 
vi the whig party proper, aod mure eutcr. We re- 
gard them as ine cucuies of the demucratic party, 
nul temporarily, but per vaneutly. Ph ie hostility 
to tne principles ol tre party i ited, sud ts tne 
Cause, aud nul the resull, ol tacit separation ifu.e 
it. 

We sppeal to the great masses of the democratic 
party to remain wiitiu tt. We ask svu nut to for 
iow us, Wiv afe Vul bumiic meuvers vit. Wede- 
sire tu femaiu With you as cu equais io thal pirt 
Whuse€ aiucient frenuwill is Gur CoMmbauu plupe, ty. Fo ° 
lu» not leaders, bul follow principles. We desive 
lu be CuupHatic Wik. You Ww our appeal nul lo follow 
leaders, vul ty fulluw priacipios—ine ancient price 
pres which are the sure ivuudetion uf toe demvucratc 
ialth. Wedesire vencelorit, as beretuiure, to aét 
wily you in harmuntous etlurt to uptiuld that great 
vatioval party, upon whicD is devolved the exclusive 
duty of udvancing the witerests of this great couutry 
i peace, and vindicating tl hvuvt ia war. Reweue 
ver thal tue recurtcuce vl & Wat is 4 naliona event, 
thal ifies men’s suuls aud divides thew tatu two pare 
\ite—one jor ihe couniry, aud ine older againel 1. 
Aud ailhuugh inen, Under such Circuuslaaces, aay 
temporarily “vole a lie” tu shield thew from the 
punishment which they leel they deserve; yet, im th 
end, luslinel, Sentiment, or habit prevails,” add’ tie 
wre found openly in the ranks ol the euemy, where 
their hearts were al the beginning. 

in such a struggle, he tuat ts wish us, with a cone 
dition or a proviso, is 00 Deiter Lian ap open enemy, 
He that is not for the country unconditionally; is 
against it. He that is not for the democratic party 
aud it6 admimisiration, wiihoul a cavil, is agatist 
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inem. Be assared, happen what will, the national 


391 


2 ee ae eat etme a nd 


4 
| 
| 









392 MILES NATIONAL. REG 
aie, Par nn a —=-~— 
democratic Party Will stang. J 


— a 
{Wil stand Upon the p 
OG: & Of its Own WLORTiLy, the Bcnument of all that js 


£90d in, the Past, a beacon to all 


ee ~ i. errr 
TNR os —. om ~ — es 


SENATOR, p. 8. DICKINSON. a¢hievine nts in.the arig ¢-~.,J 8Cience 








; Ci€Nnces, ji, BANU facty 
wv. 2nd in all thay Makes a People happy d Meee 
that is Glorious in fom pa ha : Peter chi 27, 1848 VE Aliracted to us the eyes o| the Clvilized wor pee 
; ; : ashington, anuary 27, ‘ ade to tremble thrones that have st oad 
€ future. Its {riumphe in reserve, are as bright as Gextienpy. i regretithat indis nsable engage- Mexico. ; making the sy r © test of 
these it has achieved, lis victories are the victories Ments prevent my 8ccepting your hind invitation to a ee eek ; fr inevinate oe? * ma hag 
of patriotism, lis (riumphs are the {riumphs of prin- attend and address a meeting of the democratic day have accomplished ay well firp eames 
ciple, republican electors of the City of New York, to Cannot injure us, e Inet id €edo i 
. From the numerous letters addressed fo the convention held t Tammany Hall, on Saty, lay evening next, for become enlightened unde; the wholes traints f 
Mn reply ty the IVitutions {oO at: d. its Meet) g, he p rpose of ®PProving ang ‘aining the Patriotic OUr sys} -and May enable (0 ear 'y , tog 
Select the following 48 amongst ¢];,. ROS: pointed Course Of the general administration IN conductin » until our standard shall wave in at 
FLOM THe VICE PRESIDEYT OF Tiz¢ UNivEp STATES GEORG the war with M Xie 
M D4années 


0; for it Would afford me high 
Bratification to meet with and address those whose 
Washington, January 25, 1848. S)Mpathies are With theircountry, and who believe 
Gentlemen ;—] am bh inered by your iNVitation to be! the 2rm of the administration Should be Sustained 
- Present at the Mass Meeting of democratic electors of 
the city of New York, held o. 


ana strengthened jn the PFoSeeution of a War provok. 
€ On Satur ay CVening next, ed for years by jati 
or the purpose Uf approving and sust : 
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over a free and happy People, with equal laws and — 
ights Very Wyrecilully, 
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C THE PLATFORM OF THR SOUTH. | 
tning the patriotic roobery, polation, and very effort / 
Course of the 8dministration of the general eevernment ; ©! Insolence and disrezard of faith, and finally com. From the Lattimore American oS the 174, Fb 
in conducting the war with xc; an regret thar | Meneed by shedding the blood o our people upon When we quoted some tim £0 the siry,” t 
MY public engagements necessarily Precl-ide ite accept. | their own soil. [ am Ware that thig war has been ressions of disapprobation used by the f hi ex. & \ 
ance, nounced as wicked, NP COMStitutional, and atrocious | P ereury » ainst Gen. Cass’ views and se _ 

The war MErits, at thig Moment, the almoat exclusive —as the wor of the President, and no; that of the Boo, A and of Mr. ickinson, o < = “es f a 
attention of the American be€ople. It is their presen: People—gs originating In bas and ignoble Molives, ™ the Wilmot Proviso, we intimated at there 2° ct 
chief concern, 4nd cannot too Promptiy nor too emphot-| ang Prosecuted, not for any orthy or Justifiable ob. difficulty jn ascertaining Precisely what ro fe ~ 
lwally nade to $4 free Mpulee f ™M their wii], Jects, but to Minister to the Cravings of Sordid Sanus held on that point Sround th q' 
cesear, [“y their tinion Honor ange busiaem, ae ees tg res who have fT ruled their er 3 en Cass has declar ed that h OPPosed | 
aracterizd A é¢eby stage of in pabvetaal be their ip the Service Of their country, and have displayed a any action b congress on the Proviso question oH re 
Mingled traits of energy, Courage, Perseverance and | OFavery which has * Fung Un Willing a Miration from '§ announcement Was regarded a1 the south or ee 
Patriotisin Our Arinies rapidly CMerged from our | an €nvVious ang 'NVidious World, are Classed, by some, ; ‘ 
masses, and have been true to their representative is-/ With ruffiang and irderers, 

ion. hev have Sought the enemy at 


lime, as very satisfactory indeed; Mr. Buchanan had ri 
Said, in substance, the same thing; so had Mr. 
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; t res 
de'whether slave Y shall pe a. 
- é "; 38Ve the right to decide whe er Slavery all hay 
anted out ena’ Orit iePeateu, aad haye HOt the POOr merit of entrance *pon the soi] or not; and as the M8Uitution on 
af 0n the highest Urret of the Mexican Capical; and, | O'igina tial : 48 now no €Xistence there, and is regarded With aga 
standing round thot *¥Mbel of national) sHeneth, in the | _ Presidentia campaign jg 2PProaching, ang fed- Sreat aversion by the people, there is no danger sins 
centre of seven mi'lions of les, they are prepared to | Cralism has called together her Magicians, astrolo. whatever that Slavery wij] ever be PET initted to ad- } trea 
Profler, Serenely aid sincerely, honorable Peace or total; Bers, and Southsayergs for the emergency, The coun vance beyond its Present limits.» ea 
subjugation, | Ir), too ebslinate to submit to be ‘uined by a reve. pon Consideration, oyr southern friends regalied fi 
S$ there any Other altertiative reconcileable 'O the | nue tariff, is to ke amends for the lay, and be the commendation which they ha Biven avite la- rad 
humanity, PoWer, gelf. respect, ONscioug integrity, and | thrice ruined b the p S€Culjion of th . d 4 to th 
IOF Institue; , © War; an vishly to Messrs. Buchanan Cass, &c. © leave to 
8UPerior INSUtutiong of the People of the United States? least the lecture shouly lack ¢ b J ~ rega 
j i ; : fae P Yy wl oF sombre Color in € territories themselyes the absolute decision of 
One I8 perceptible rome. This “ar, in my Judginent, | jj © the familiar Spirit of Rodor She has df il, mi — 
Can have but one wise, natural and legiti:nate end— | th litical leries hep 1.2 ised from the existence of slaver u their soil, might 
peace or Subjugat;. on. ) eir poli tig “ineleries 'er departed Prophets, lo very well if Slavery had been Previously establisheq 
NOr ate we yit at liderty to consider Peace—a firm, | Py ad ‘heir antiquated Solecisms Over the INJustice there, as was the case when Louisiana 4 § purchas. hihi 
durable and cementing Peace—aliogethe, /tttainable. | &f the war, ay | ed, When Florida was acquired, and When Texa, §f G 
‘hus far we have Sought in vain elicit a jusy one; But the Anerican People are 600 wise to be be- 48 annexed. But in he present Case it wouly not . 
rom the central] Overnment of the Mex can confedera- | (rayed by Prélension, 8Nd too fj 0 be Shaken o% The old formula Must be chan ed. The long New 
Cy, 8» long Wielded by heart'ess Military USurpers, But ; their Purposes by these 8"chitects of ruin, Y | and fondly cherished doctrine Of state SOVereign, . been 
that is not the only 20vernment 0 which overtures of know, as the world kuows; thar °” Our part the War | go fonveniently inchoate it 8 lerritory as the germs orig 
Conciliation can },,, addressed. ur armies, Indeed, in | ig eminently MB hieous— that it is not secuted | that must be abandoned are in 
Carrying ont enlarged Principles of benehcent refor +! azuinst the Mexican eople. 4 -., Prosecute Oo! a State—even at mou: ag ; 
might ie irected to Overthrow and extinguish what | dD: Opie, it against their des- | € legisiatur of Virginia had faid Own the Maz 
a8 been sq Profligately Perverted ; and th, 1s approaching | POilers ang “88"€Ssors, who, ike lila, the Hun, | “platform of the south” 8CCcording to the old reg; e, of bott 
a step nearer 1" the rightfa} sovereigng, 4 people | lave ene Fea lair ang lertije land {he seoy when it declared by resolution, Unanimous] » “that the 4ut 
themselves, We could treat Separately With the respec- of Gou, Oy Know tha » to these 4raude 8, itis a the genera] S°vernment of the United States has no with 
tive states, The dissolution of the’ central jthority, | Mission of lung deferred Justice, and i, the Mexican Control, direct J oF indirectly, mediately op imme § R ~ 
esiroying nothing but & theangs of Combined Action, People ay, €rraud y human; » Chyitj tion and p ce, diately, over the IDSstitution of Slavery; and that, in f “s 
would at ONCE give to each Member of the Confederacy Phey déiwand that Prosecuteg With an energy soon @uY such control, it transcends the limits of at - é 
the independent right of Se] “Preservation, With the and vigor becoming ihe Americ e Qntal | s legi imate functions by estro ing the interna! rab 
Powers of peace end ner. Nor should T fee “verse ¢ ) 88 honcrable Pesce, with adequate Mdemnity, shy i) | orgamzation of the Sovereignties who created jt,» . a aa 
beabig. rather raat’ dite, 7 the othe branch wee? © ublaived, or ee the |, { Cowar, ly MNiscreant shail | his was the platform o the south less (han a year : om 
a ternative—subjipec! Such a Course Of proceedin | De “tagged ‘rom his hidiy Pla €, and | lat deluded | Zo—constructey according to the resolutions of ‘98. Pewn 
we have ome reason to believe, would be acceptable to and OPE TeSsed People CNJOY the Protection of Aweri- Surely those fainous resolutions Must afford a Dasis A meet 
the best Portion of the POpalanon: it must rekindle and | 80 Citizens, . wide enough for a}j Purposes, But it Seems not. A the legi 
inVigorate the Intercourse Uf trade, lspire the Unknow), ee has been left {0 the democragy to Tindicate the | case has arisen iD Which the south Cabnol find soyg. et 
Sense of Security as ty Person and Property, diffuse | Mlegrily of their Cvuntry against eneinies 4Dread ang reign virtue in a denial of POWer to tie General go. Pp ie 
correct Sentiments yj Seciul liberty nd order, and | Monopolies ‘ home, 4nd the Present Moment de Yvernment. Strange, but true! A crisis has come at . vi rm 
quletly as wel] 48 speetily Prepare their severa| Cumin. | Mands, by aj] that js 5 Und jn their Creed any endeur- which state sovereignty self mus; be disowned. in at he 
ones for the happy SStiny of Corpuration Into our | MS iu their PTW Ciples, One of heir highest and no. Order that no authority nay be found in the embryo from sa 
n however, moady obstinacy ig everywhere 1 be sbeers, a x Prove hemselves qual ty territory to sh. pe its rhe ieee System, prepara- unanim 
SUDSCituted for bolitical Wisdom, and the lorbearanee of | | b - q ye and fruitful of Fesulis, tory lO its ) trance into the Union, Id the Wa 
© American People, so Strongly lempted by wonderful | 29d by that ©votion to heir Cherisheg faith, Which The south ™USst have a new platform, The o one devoted 
Succeeses, ig Still 10" be outraged by asconaie and | 248 burne them through SO many Conflicts in triumph | Was SCarcely demolisheg before auother was Put up, for the | 
coniempr, ] do hope thar, Whenever and “Wherever aud by Harmonious Counsels, 8Chieye an Oiding Vic. | by the legislature of Alabama, lis the form of reso- j how hd 
multitudes of my COUDTLS Men Shalj assenibie, hey will | tory over foreign and domestic foes, ? lutions deciaring to ve the Hatural and indefeasi- Pennsy 
manifest their usual ®nd unabated SPITit, their wishaken | ‘Pia, SUCH nay be their happy destiny, jg the sin. | bie right of eact, citizen of each aid every state of James 
re‘iance upon the JUSUICE of their aUSe, and their mauly | cere Yesire of Yue Who reg sas With “EP Sulicitude the confederacy to reside, with his operty, of eve- bia,” 

; faith in the Capacity of eu ftitutions fo Meet with | abd lively sy Palhy ail thay “°CCerns the ip interest | py description, jj) any territory whieh May be ac- : “But 
C ss he ~ a oe ane ayed wnt of hatin! | and their Wellure, ang “he bas the honor to SUDSeribe q‘ired by the 4rms of the United Siates, or yielded mucrec 
ty Let us nut Shrink from, subjugating implacable mimsedly with high “eMsideration your fellow citizen, | by Weaty with auy foreign othe ton. Mereur to their 
: Lemies, when we Know that by so doing we shalj a! ape 4 - Ss, DICKINSON. f “Their adoption, Says the Char eston . - her jos 

advance the greg; Objects Of civilization—w hee, we know | lo Wa. S. Conxy, €sq. and COMmiMittee, speaking of the resolutions w hich embody the ads greata 

j {hat we are SUre to leach them the Only true Ways to} OU. §. SENATOR, Jouy * “1X, in hig letter, briefly Boing Proposition, “reflects Credit ov the enlightene and oad 

iberty, self. overntent, Prosperiy an happiness — akKnowledyes ay INVitation, Which. he Says, bad T Would ody by Which they have been announced to the . ‘ bites 
PPposed as fe lO, receive Permanently inty the family dffurd ne great Pleasure ty accept, if ] COuld wa), World; ang because to Alabama belongs the credit of P : 
of American freemen hase why are unw illing to enter | Propriety absent Myselt from, the City of Washineton_ having. so far as the SU Ject of these resylutions “alire fr, 
it, Tecan yet discover i) Our noble COnSttUtion Of goy-| Bur my public dues require my Constant Wleudauce, feud: Bobintracts uid iatform on waich all the danger 
ernment nothing nor Pertectly equal to the vast task | ang among then, js that of Sustaining in the S€Nute the | ©* | i y tates will ee! ” her pot 
Which may be Ossigned to it by the resistless force of | heasures Necessary lo Dring the War to a lermination slave 'UAGINg states ‘ hy in, ; o better than the Presery 
e€vents—the ENerdianship ofa Crowded aod Confederate which shall be Salistaciory and honorable {U the coun- if us oleae 7 Ne ser the mean- Ved at < 
continent, try. Oid One. ia i reas roe ome ate 
Thanking you for your Obliging reinembranee of me, Tue Hoy, Wm B. Mactay, in a long letter, reviews | ing of the word “Property,” % hich forms 80 — hohe, 
remain, very Fespectiully, Your friend and fellow: | the Whole history of the dispute With Mexico, aid the | teristic @ feature in the new formula? Every & | well as, 
Cilizen. G. M. DA AS. aunexation of Texas, The following is his Concluding depends Upon that. jr the people of the territories she pres 
To Wy. 8. Coxtey, Esq. and COMMittee, Paragrap]};: are to decide they will Say that ‘persons held to ; de ‘?P . 
o jim “lum a believer In that destiny Which COnlemplates Service” sre not Property. What decision would 4 a 
Tur Srcrerary OF THE Treasury, J. Water, the spread 4nd success of tree £0Vernment Over the Mgress give? Whatever decision congress might : 60 well 
ina brief note, acknowledges the invitation “tO unite face of this Continent, 7 ere is 8 sympathy, a magnet Oh). ae lai that the new platform, instead of d Americ 
with the Palriatic democracy of the £reat ciry of New charm, in Tepublican institutions, Which, Once kindled, B've, 48, plain oe sal ion of the essential . Hopi 
ork, in SUSlaining this war—ihe just, the glorious and | spreads With the Siride of electricity. Or revolution, allowing hibed room for a mctien does in fact throw 3 as repr 
eaven-favored Cause of our beloved Country,” Which | more than any other Cause, Contributed ty the eventg of | Plinciple MVOlved in the Proviso, does # 
Continued indisposition Prevents him ®CCepting. la Prange 5 ANd Our op, Ward mareh and 
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—— eRe  Mypr i 
This very question of personality and property—~ 
that is, how far slaves were persons and how far 
they were property—was thoroughly diseussed in 
the convention of the United States; and the provi- 
sions of the constitution relating to slavery bear 
witness of the compromise made on that subject.— 
The constitution does not designate slavery as pro- 

rty; it calls them “‘persons;”? it provides that they 
shall be enumerated in the census and admitted, to 
a certain extent, in the basis of representation. In 
truth the constitution never uses the term “‘slave,” 
or ‘‘slaves;” they are always designated as “‘persons,”’ 
or “persons heid to service.” Nevertheless, with 
all this guarded phraseology, the constitution recog- 
nises the rights of property growing out of the in- 
stitution of slavery, in those states in which it 
existed; and it protects those rights of property in 
the case of an absconding slave escaping into a state 
where slavery is not allowed. 

We refer to these facts to show that the recently 
announced pragramme which designates, as the Mer- 
cury phrases it, “the platform of the south,” does 
not really obviate a single difficulty pertaining to the 
question at issue. 

To conclude upon this topic, we place before our 
readers another form which the proviso itself has 
recently taken. Certain resolutions offered in the 
senate of the United States, last week, by Mr. Bald- 
win, of Connecticut, afler announcing the proviso 
clause substantially wenton todeclare, ‘that in any 
extension of territory that may be acquired as the 
result of the war with Mexico, the desire of that 
republic, expressed by her commissioners, in their 
negotiation with Mr. Trist, to provide for the pro- 
tection of the inhabitants of the ceded territory 
against the introduction of the system of human 
slavery therein, by a stipulation to that effect in any 
treaty that may be made, cannot, consistently with 
the rights of those ishabitaats, er with the principles 
of justice and Jiderty which have been proclaimed 
to the world as the basis of our institutions, be dis- 
regarded or dened.” 
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Gen. Cass—The Washington correspondent of the 
New York Courier and Enquirer writes, that it has 
been ascertained that a decided majority of the ad- 
ministration members of the legislature of Tennessee 
are in favor of Gen. Cass for the next presidency. 





MaryLanp.—At a meeting of the whig members 
of both branches of the legislature on the evening of 
the 4th inst., the following resolution was adopted 
with g:eat unanimity. 

Resolved, ‘hat the whigs of the senate and house 
of delegates of Maryland, approve the plan recom- 
mended by their whig frieads in congress of holding 
@ hational convention for the nomination of presideut 
and vice president of the United States.” 

PENNSYLVANIA NOMINATIONS OF James BucHaNnan. 
A meeting of “most of” the democratic members of 
the Jegislature of Pennsylvania touk place at H rvis- 
burg on the evening of February 24, at which W. F. 
Packer, presided. A commities was appointed to 
draft an address to the people of the United States. 
At an adjourned meeting on the 8th, Mr. Brawley, 
from said committee reported an address which was 
unanimously adopted. It occupies one column of 
the Washington Union of the 15th, and is exclusively 
devoted to the subject of the selection of a candidate 
for the presidency and of the claim that Peunsyivania 
now has to a long deferred pretension to have a 
Pennsylvania president, and in recommendation of 
James Bucwanan, ‘the favorite son of Penusyiva— 
nia.” ‘lhe address concludes as fullows: 

“But if ever there existed a tune when the de- 
mocracy of the nation had an opportunity to testify 
to their brethren, of this slate, their appreciation o1 
her long, steadfast, and patriotic devotion to the 
great and good ald cause; by the recognition ofiner just 
and well earned title to the presidential otlice, in our 
opinion that time is now—now, thal she has sent 
entire regiments of her brave sons to distant fields of 
danger and of battle—now, thal she again interposes 
her potential voice in behalf of the integrity and 
preservation of the Union—now, that we have arri- 
ved at a czisis in our history which demands a firm, 
steady, patriotic, and enlightened statesman at the 
helm—and above and beyond all, now, that by the 
well ascertained wishes of her republican freemen, 
she presents a candidate whose eminent fitness, sound 
deaocracy, and irreproachable personal integrity are 
80 well established in the minds and hearts of the 

merican people as those of James Buchanan. 

Hoping and trusting that the deep solicitude which, 
as representatives of the democratic freemen of 


states, and duty responded to by the democratic na- 


candidate and our cause to the wise and patriotic de- 


tional convention, which is to assemble on the fourth 
Monday of May next in Baltimore, we commit our 


liberations of that tribunal, pledging ourselves, one 
and ali, to abide by tis decision. 

Nomination or Gen. Cass.—The democratic 
convention of the state of Michigan assembled on the 
2d February, and adopted a series of resolutions, it 
is stated, not only with perfect unanimity, bul with 
the most unbounded enthusiasm. 

The first resolution relates to the importance of 
unanimity. The second resolution is as follows: 
Resolved, That we do hereby pledge ourselves to 
the firm and united support of the nominees of the 
democratic national convention, for the offices of 
president and vice president of the United States. 
The third expresses the pleasure with which the 
convention have receeded the proceedings of the 
democratic state convention of Ohio’s nomination of 
Lewis Cass for the presidency, and that this con- 
vention *‘certainly responds to their action, by pre- 
senting the name of Lewis Cass as the first choice 
of the united democracy of Michigan for the office 
of president of the United States; and our delegates 
to the national convention are hereby instructed to 
use all honorable means. 

The fourth and fifth resolutions express the ap 
probation of the convention of Gen. Cass’s political 
life, and of his efforts to sustain the measures of the 
purest administration. 

The brilliant carrer of the army in Mexico and 
the duty of all good cilizens to support the govern- 
ment in the existiag war, constitute the subjects of 
the sixth and seventh resolution, 

The letter concludes by saying: “And they who 
would embarrass the action of the general govetn- 
ment in its efforts to enforce her just rights, or would 
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be rightly appreciated by our co-labores in other | Whereas, The peculiar state of our national affiirs 
being such thst the highest interests of the people 


require that the office of chief maxistrate shall be 
filled by a man of unquestionable integrity, and free- 
dom from all sectional prejudices and partizan obli- 
gations; and that since the last presidential election 
many unlooked for events of great national impor 

tance have had the effect to destroy the old party 
distinctions which then divided the people, and to 
create the necessity for new men and new mea- 
sures; and that the people of all parties and of 
every section of the country, have manifested by 
unmistakable indications a desire to place a man 
in the presidential chair who shall be the president 
of the nation, and not the mere tool of a party, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That in Gen. Zachary Taylor we hail 
the man for the crisis, and the favorite of the peopie; 
thai we have entire confidence in his honesty, pairi- 
olism and ability, and therefore earnestly recommend 
him to the people of this state, and of the Unted 
States for the office of president. 

Resolved, That Gen. Taylor is entitled to the gra- 
tiiude and highest gifts of the peuple of the United 
States for the renown which he has conferred upon 
the American name, by the gallantry, prudence, hu- 
manity, and eminent wisdom displayed by him in 
leading our army from victory to victory. 

Resolved, That the constant successes which have 
aitended every engagement of our army with the 
Mexicans, are owing as much to the spirit given to 
our soldiers, and the fear infused into the enemy by 
the first distinguished achievements of our troops 
under the lead of Gen. Taylor, as to their own Dra- 
very and indomitable perseverance. 

Resolved, That it is not for his great military ta- 
lents aloue that the people have selected General 
Taylor as the man of their chuice for the next pre- 
sident, but because he lias displayed those mgh and 
noble quatities of head and heart which win the love 





countenance and aid our enemies, are unworthy the 
name of American cilizens.” 





Trsnnessee.—Tihe whig members of the Tennessee 
legisiature, and other whig citizens held a public 
meeting at Nashville, on the 27(h January, and ap- 
pointed Joun Necwervanp and Cuistopner H. Wit 
LIAMS as the whig candidate for presidential electors 
for the state at large, for electing president and vice 
president of the U. States. The meeting resolved 
that it is expédient that delegates should be appoint- 
ed to represent the state of Tennessee in any whig 
national convention that may be held for nominating 
a candidate for the vice presidency—suggest that 
| there is no necessity of a whig stale conventiva in 
‘Tennessee; recommended that the several districts 
appuint delegates to the “national convention, and 
suggest a mode for appointing electoral caadidales. 





Henry Cray in New Jersey.—A large and en- 
thusiastic Ciay meeting was belu at New Bruoswick, 
(N. J.) on the evening of Tuesday, the 8th inst.— 
Resolutions were passed declaring Mr. Clay as the 
‘first choice of the meeting for the next president 
of these United States.” 





The whigs of New York, favorable to the eleva- 
tion of Mr. Ciay to the presidency, called a great 
mars meeting at Castle Garden on I hursday evening 
last, the 171th. 


New :orx mass Taytor Mesrinc.—The New 
York Courier ius a detailed account of the “lade- 


held in thal city on Tuesday evenmg the 15th. The 
Hon. Judah Hammond, presided, assisted by forvy- 
iour vice presidents. ‘Ihe Courier says that Miliia. 
ry Halli in the Buwery,—the building im which the 
meeting Was orgauized,—was sv crowded thal ano- 
ther meeting was formed in the street, of which A. 
Sidney Doane, Esq., was chosen president. The 


Ksy., Col. Bruen and others. 
Sven aller the organization of the meeting in the 


Exq , umid frequent bursts 01 appiause. ‘he closing 
paragraph of the address is in (hese words: 


hero of Buena Vista, as our candidate for the presi- 


of all parties, upon all who regard the good of the 
country as paramount to all scliemes for party suc- 
cess, to join the ranks of the people’s party, 
and to raily to the support of the people’s candi- 
date. 

A. W. Ciaxton, Jr. Esq. offered the fullowing pre- 
amble and resolutions, which, alter speeches had 





Pennsylvania, we naturally fee! on this subject, may 


without a dissenting voics: 


pendent meeting of the friends of General Taylor” 


speakers at the street meeiing were G. A. Halsey, 


Hail, an adaiess was read by James A. Van Allen, 


We do, therefore, nominate Zachary Taylor, the 


dency;—and we call upcu the independent electors 


been made by the Hon. Wm. Cosr Jounson, of Ma- 
ryland, avd Col. Baker, of Illinois, were adopted 





and confidence of the people, and give the best as- 
surances of his capacity to fill the duties of the office 
to which we desire to see him elevated, with honor 
to himself and benefit to the nation. 





A Clay meeting was held in the 14:h ward of N. 
York city on the 25th ult., and adupted a series of 
resolutions, amongst » hich was the follewing: 

Resolved. That while we appreciate the merits of 
Gen. Zachary Taylor, and would in no wise detract 
from his patriotism and virtue, yel we deem the state 
of the country at this time to demand the services of 
a statesman of the highest order of abilities, whose 
civil achievemeats far transcend the deeds of the 
mightiest warrior, and that such a man is the tilus- 
trivus statesman of Kentucky. 

Resolved, That the scourge of war which now af- 
flicts us, and the givomy future, in which we'see 
nought but the threatened utssolucion of our much 
loved Union, financial embrarrassmants, aod disas- 
ters to ali industrial pursuits, admonish us, as a great 
people, capable of the highest degree of prosperity, 
to forget party distinctions and to disregard the 
movements of political leaders, and unile in a com- 
mon and patriotic effort to elevste to the presidency, 
the man, who, above all others, can give ihe greatest 
prosperity at heme, and commaad for us the highest 
respect abroad. 


Henry Cray anp Gen. Taytorn.—A Washington 
letter in the Philadeiphia Nortu Amerscan says the 
best understanding exisis between Mr. Clay and 
Gen. Taylor, old triends; and that if Mr. C. consents 
lo be a capdidate—which he has nu where dove yet; 
General T. will not run in opposition. Mr. C on 
the other haod will support tis friend cordially, 
should the convention seiect him. The letier says: 

“No state of affairs can arise, vy which either of 
these distinguished men will be placed iu an attitude 
ol hostility Lo the Other, as candidates lor ihe presi- 
dency. If Mr. Clay should consent tu use his name, 
which has in wo waauer or furm been indicated or 
authorised, and tie sould receive the nomimnatiwna of 
a whig nalional convention, Lhave the best teason 
for believing that General [aylor, under no cir- 
cumstances whatever, will permit his nawe to enter 
into the canvass. If, ov the other hand, in view of 
the condition of the country, the covveution should 
select Geveral Taylor as our standard bearer, Mr, 
Clay wil cordially and Zealously cv-operate in his 
support, or in that of any oluer nominees Who may be 
chosen.” 

The letter from which the foregoing is but an ex- 
tract, was remarked upon by a uorthero editor, to 
whom the writer thus replies: 

“A few words will furnish my answer. So far as 
Mr. Clay is referred to in my original statemeat, f 
derived the authority from his own lips. So far as 
General Taylor is referred to, | derived the autho- 
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rity from his own hand and seal. These are letters— 
not a letter but lelters—confirming wae avilable J 
have disclosed and a great deal more. 1 am notat 
laberty to refer more specifically to the correspon- 
dence, becau-e confidence restrains me and enjoins 
the per: written to. 1 see an effort on the part 
of. the president’s paper and tts satellites, to produce 
a false impression upon the public mind, concerning 
an all-ged rivalry between the friends of Mr. Clay 
and Generali Tavlar, and I felt it to be an imperative 
duty to state the truth in the general terms which | 
used to correct that injurious misrepresentation. 
% a] * t * 

1 repeat that I may not be misunderstood, that 
Gen. Taylor bas written, saying that in the event of 
Mr. Clay, or eny other whig, being selected as the 
candidate of the party, he would not permit his name 
to.enter the canvass. This is plain and distinct, and 
admits of no subterfuge.” 


Pewnsytvania.—The Philadelphia Sun says, the 
delegates aircady elected to the administration state 
convention which meets at Harrisburg on the 4th of 
March next, stand as follows on the presidential 

vestion; fur Buchanan, 31; for Dallas, 23; for Van 
Heres, 2; for Cass, 2. 


Response From Pairaperpuia to Lexixcton.— 
The Philadelphia North Awerican ssys: The thun 
ders that broke from Lexington during the revolu- 
tion, were echoed, peal for peal, from the heart of 
the entire land; and = fire was lighted wp that no 
atorm could extinguish until the country was saved. 
Another Lexington has spoken, in another crisis, and 
one almo-t.as sulemn; and its voice is given back 
from millions of sterling and patriotic hearts. Al. 
ready we hear of preparations in various places to 
resoond to the caii made upon the people, in the 
Lexington resolutions, to meet, and spesk and act 
upon the momentous question of the war. Phila- 
delphia cannot be content to be second in the emu- 
lation of duty. We learn that avery considerable 
number of our first and best citizens, business men 
rather than puliticians, but men whose intelligence, 
virtues, and patriotism are a guarantee of the sincere 
earnestness of their action, have already made ar- 
rangements for a great tower meeting, to be held pro. 
bably on Monday, for the expression of the sentiments 
of whig citizens of Ppiladelphia upon the great ques- 
tion, which forms the basis of the resolutions and 
speech of Mr. Clay at Lexington. 

Pittsburg, February 1, 1848. 

There was a large Clay weeting to night at the 
Lafayette rooms, on which occasion great euthusi- 
asm was manifested. A resolution was passed for 
the purpose of raising money to employ aa eminent 
artist to take the portray of the Hou. Henry Clay.— 
A resvlution was also unanimousiy capried 1 favor 
of his nominativo for ine presidency, 





Tus wuics of Paicapepnia. To the democratic whigs 
of the United States. ‘Liew undersigued were appointed 
by the Dewocraue Wig Exec: ive Commii ee of the 
City of ttiladelphiv, to inuke known to the Whigs of 
the Unied stsies, that it has been finally resolved that 
the great Natio al Convention for numivating the Whig 
caliuivates tur president and vice president of the U. 
S:ates, shall be veld in this ci y on the seventh day of 
June next. lt had not been forgotten that such was the 
decisicn of the Whiz Mass Cunvention tor raiificauun, 
held in Baluimere m 1944; and calculatiuns huve bee. 
made by the whigs ul t. tc chy on ej ying the promised 
hunut; but awase that events nughi o cur woich in the 
opinion of sume would render a expedient to change ‘he 
deiernunanun thus expressed, we, ap: aking fog tue Whigs 
of Philadelpmu, were prepared w yield up, ough with 
great reluctance, the heuv.or whic. we tegurded as 
right, to what mayhi be deemed the requirements of the 
pariy lt was, however, with extraordinary pieasure that 
the W iiige vi uur etly earned that the gia fcauon vi 
thelr « ishes bad been consistent with, and judeed pro: 
mutive ot, the good ot the great Wing party of ihe U. 
Staies, and that the Natiunal Convention tor selecung 
Cauuioues tor the voles «i Whigs, and of all who are 
fur the good of the country, will asveanble in the season 
of the year, and m the place conseciaicd by the venera- 
ble arseimbiage ot Wings, who in 1776 veclared our 
cuuutry an licependent vation=-a:d fixed the princi- 
ples upon Which our party 18 feunded, priuciples, which 
ki le oDF Uy to asser! and susialn. efi 

Wie such a response aa tis is due to the distingutsh- 
ed Ways composing he ss eetng at Washington. by 
whom the time aid place of the National Conven son 
of 1943 were fixed, and tur which tavor the thanks of 
the Wuige«t Philadelpina use hereby respecttuily teu- 
Vered tu them, it 18 aise pioper to add hat ihe Whigs of 
Philadelphia wiil be prepared to extend a true Jull and 
heurty welcome tv the brethren of the convention Sor 
naminutiun, as well as ihuse of the great mass conven- 
tien Which will of course be held im uits cuy on the Sth 
day ot June, the day tullwing the siting of the nom! 


the Democratic Whig Executive Committee of the city 
of Philadelphia will shave the honors an‘ happiness with 
the dalegatos of other bodies of their whig colaborera in 
Philadelphia city and districts, one and all of whom will 
no A a a ron discharge a duty in peer ite 
» make the members o conventzons at home in the 
eity of Brotherly Love. LSet 
Joseph R. Chandler, E G. Kromer, Jos. ‘T. Thomas. 
Jamey B. Bears, Robert MeGrory, Charles W. Bender, 
Rober! P. King, John T. Maull, R. E: Nauwle, John 
Lindsay, James Donaghy, William Riliont, BE. E. Smith 
ih pee gaa John Tuompson, E. C. Macaley, Joseph 
. Lewis. 





Virnainia.—A meeting of the whigs of Rich-nond 
was held on the 15th inst., at which S.S. Baxter, 
E-q., presided. A committee reported resolutions, 
which were adopted with only one dissenting voice. 
By these, Ist, the chairman was directed to appoint 
50 delegates to the state convention in Fenruary; 21, 
the meeting abstained from expressing a preference 
between the distinguished men that have been men- 
tioned as candidates, leaving the delegation from the 
city untramme led, to adopt the best measures to se- 
cure concentrated and efficient action; and 35, 1t was 
declared that a national convention is necessary for 
this purpose, and that the meeting was not reluctant 
to confide in 1ts nomination. The matter of the pre- 
sidency having been disposed of in a manner uni- 
versally acceptable, other subjects were waived, 
and the meeting adjourned in harmony and good feel 
ing. 

The whigs of Franklin county, Virginia, held a 
Mass meeting on the 4th inst., and appointed a num- 
ber of delegates to the whig state presidential con- 
vention proposed to be held at Richmond on the 23d 
of February. Amongst the resolutions unanimously 
adopted were the following: 

Resolved, That the eminent ability, great moral 
worth, and past services of Henry Clay, of Kentucky, 
entitle him to the undiminished confidence and ad- 
miration of this meeting. 

Resolved, That the great services of Gen. Z. Tay 
lor, his signa} victories in every battle field, together 
with his high moral character, has inspired the 
meeting with sentiments of the highest admiration 
and gratitude, and we believe he will be a most ac. 
ceptable candidate for the presidency to the whigs 
of Franklin, but that we will cordially unite in giv: 
ing a zealous and efficient support to the individual! 
that may be presented to us as a suitable candidate 
for the presidency, whether he be the illustrious 
Kentuckian, the hero of Buena Vista, or some uher 
good and sound whig who may be more likely to 
unite the whig party of the United States, and to 
ensure success to our cause and defeat to our oppo- 
neu 8 

Ai a meeting of the whigs of Northampton coun- 
ty, Virgima, on the 30th inst., similar proceedings 
tovk place, and the following resolution among others, 
was unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That while we have undiminished con- 
fidence ip the wisdom, integrity and statesman like 
avility of the Hon. Heury Ciay, of Kentucky, and 
would preter to_see him Gill the presidential chair, 
yet should a national convention in iis assembled 
wisdom select Gen. Taylor, or any other suitable 
whig, a3 the most availavle candidate for the office 
of president of the United States, we will cheerluily 
concur in such nomination, and use our best efforis 
to unite the strength of the party, and secure the 
success of our political principles. 

“A Great TayLor pemonsrration at New On 
LEANS,” lu: k place on the evening of the 22; ulir— 
Iie Picayune says; 

Agreeably to notice published in the papers of the 
city, the crizens of New Qvieans, irrespective of par- 
ly, favorable to the elevation of Gen. Zachary Tay 
lor tu the presideucy of the United Siate-, gconvened 
last eventug at the Commercial Exchange, on St 
Charles street. The capacity of the building, though 
imuiunense, was found insuffiecnt to contain the mul. 
titude which had assembdied. We wili wot attempt 
to descrive the ardur and enthusiasm which charac 
ieriged the unmense assemol,.” 

A coumittee of arran.ement was appointed why 
proposed Col. Munse. Waite, :o preside, and now- 
inated twenty Aye vice presidents and four secreta 
ries. The meeting wos arranged accordingly, aud 
v Commitee was Chosen to dralt resoutions, who, 
whilst the mecting was eloquently addressed by KR: 
N. Kyren, avd Jacop Barker, ;repared the saa. 
which were t-en subuutied vy Mr. Hunton. 

The preamble approves of the hoidimwy a Taylor 
state couvention al New Q. leans on ine 22d Febru- 
ary. ‘The tirst resoiution was for the appuiptment 
of one bundsed deiegates to said convention from the 
cuy aud parish ot New Ork ans, 

2. Resolved, Phat cuntiding as ws do, in the wis- 





naiitig convertion In the deechurge of that culty, io 
order that the aet of welcome may aceompany tue wo 


rd,} dua, Justice, moderation aud republican simplicity 


of Gen. Taylor, as illustrated by bis whole life. 
in his patriotic devotion to his country, as Paice 
ip. so. many battle fields, we will not approach hi 
to ask for pledges, given on most occasions by . 
ticrans, but we are content to look upon the th ~ 
a sufficient guarantee for his future conduc a 
wish to present him to. the country as the 
as he will be the president, of the people, and not i 
Ta Resolved, Th k 
| 3. Reso at we take pleasure in a 
to the friends. of Gen. Taylor, all over hetemant 
that we have the best reasons for assuring the, that 
come what may, Gen. T. will not retire from the 
sition in. relation to the presidency in which the 
people have placed him. 4 

4.. Resolved, That it isthe sense of this meetin 
that the refusal of Gen. Taylor to become tie ion 
didate of any particular party, so far from constity. 
ting a just ground of complaint, should be considered 
as evidence of his superior qualifications for the 
discharge of the duties of president. 

5. Resolved, That in electing Gen. Taylor to the 
presidential chair we secure in the administration of 
public affairs a strict observance of the constitution 
and the general principles of policy maintained by 
Washington, Jefferson and Madison. 

6. Reselved, That the lofty patriotism, the sound 
judgment, the sterling integrity of Gen. Taylor, and 
more especially the eminent services he has rendered 
the country during the present war with Mexico 
constitute the surest guarantee that the future con. 
duct.of this war will be safe in nis hands, and that 
no treaty of peace can receive his sanction that wilj 
compromit the honor and. interest of our country, 

7. Resolved, That our hearts are filled with joy 
and pride at the hope of seeing in the elevated place 
once filled by our illustrious Washington, a man who, 
like him, can know no party but his country, be ruled 
by no motives but duty and patriotism. 

Col, Bailie Payton, G. M. T. Richardson, Mr, 
Howard, Judge Lacy, and others were then succes. 
sively called out, and addressed the meeting, after 
which, with three deafening cheers for ‘*O:d Zach,” 
the meeting adjourned. 

Gen. Taylor has declined the invitation of the 
legislature of Mississippi to visit the capital of that 
state. Among other reasons for this course the Gen. 
eral stated that he had reported ‘himseif to the de. 
partivent at Washington, and that it would he im- 
proper for bim to absent himself loug at a. time, as 
important communications might be addressed to him 
in his absence, 


Onto. The Cincinnati Gazette says that the Taylor 
reacts recently held in that city,was the lergest assem- 
blage that has ever taken place since 1840. ‘There was 
much diversity of opinion among the persons present, 
some wishing to nominate the old hero fur the presidency 
asa whig; others as the candidate.of the people without 
reference to party; and others were opp. sed to his nom 
nation.in avy way. Whilst the meeting was thus dis- 
cussing the several propusitions befure it, the floor of the 
hall sank, and the multitude fled to the dvore and win- 
dows in the greatest confusion. Two persons were hurt, 
but not seriously. The Gazette, speckle of this acci- 
dent, says— 

We went dewn into the rooms on the first floor, 
(Council Chamber), and found that the two pillars sup- 
porting the.centgal part of the hall, had sunk about esghi 
inches. Their toundations are cross walls of brick, the 
vreat weight on the floor had pressed the pillars duwn 
into them, crushing the bricks unto pieces not larger than 
an egg! 

Liking at these fimsy foundations, the only wonder 
is that the pillars did not sink farther, and precipitaie 
the whole mass above them down into the rovins below. 

Arwansas. —‘'The vemocratic state convention ef 
A: kausas met at Little Rock on the 3d inst. The 
convention nominated the Hon. R. N. Johnson for 
congress, abd Thomas S. Drew tor the office of Gov- 
ernor, appoimed presivential electors, and resolved 
that they would cordially support for the presidency 
either Woodbury, Buchanan, Cass, Dallas, Walker. 
ur any ol.er goud democrat nominated by the na- 
tional convention, 
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“MAIL PROTEST. os 

Official instructions of the secretary of state to the minisler 
at London. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE; 
Washington, September 14, 1848. 

Sir; ] transmit you the copy of a letter, bearing 

date the 15th ultimo, from Colouel Heary Wilson, of 

the United States army, the acting governor of Vera 

Cruz, addressed to the war department. From, tit 

as well as other information, 1 appears that Capteia 

May, of the British steamer Feviol, although tully 





aware of the character of his passenger, brov 
i Sonsanl Paredes from Havana to Vera Cruz, @ 
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inspecting officer before any passenger could 


ed. 
no the captain of the British steamer, by this 
uet, has been guilty of a grave and serious vio- 
ition of the duties of neutrality which Gre»t Britain 
sto the United States, can neither be dountea 
ot denied. It is known to the world that General 
. vedes, a8 president of Mexico, was the chief au- 
thor of the existing war between that republie and 
United States, ard that he is the avowed and 
in must have known that all his influence would be 
exerted to prolong an? exasperate this war. It is, 
indeed, truly ‘astonishing, that, with a knowledge of 
these facts, he should have brought this hostile Mex 
ica! general, under an assumed name, on board of a 
British mail steamer, to Vera Cruz, and aided or 
rmitted him to land clandestinely, for the purpose 
of rushing into the war against the United Stutes.—- 
if any circumstance could aggravate this violation of 
neutrality, it would be the extraordmary privileges 
which this government has granted to British maui 
steamers ever since the commencement of the pre- 
\ war. 
w The president has not yet determined what course 
he will pursue in regard to British mail steamers.— 
The great lax of self-detence would, under such cir- 
cumstances, justify him in withdrawing the privi- 
lege altovether from these steamers of entering the 
rtof Vera Cruz, and thus effectually prevent the 
anding of enemies in disguise. He will not, how- 
ever, resort al present to this éxireme measure; con- 
rinced, as he is, that the British governu.ent will at 
once, Upon your representation, adupt efficient mears 
to prevent such violations of their neutrality for the 
future. In the mean time Colonel Wiison will be 
instructed to adopt the necessary means, under the 
jaw of nations, for the purpose of preventing and 
uoishing similar Outrages on our belligerent rights, 
British wail steamers cannot be suffereu to bring tu 
Vera Cruz either Mexican citizens or the subjects of 
apy other nation, for the purpuse of engaging 1 the 
existing war on the part of Mexico against the Un 
ted Sates. A neutial vessel which carries a Mexi- 


country, is liable to confiscation, accurding to the 
opinion of Sir Wilhau Scott, in the case of the Oro- 
zimbo-——(6 Rubinson’s reports, 43U;) and this, even 
although her captam aud ofbcers were tguorant that 
That is their luck 
oul. Such sgnutunce is no excuse, because it is 
their duty to inquire into the character of their pas- 
sergers. The comsequence is the same to the belii- 


“Otherwise (10 the language of that di-tinguished 
juris:) such Opportunities of conveyance would ve 


in the greater number of cases, to prove the Kuuw- 
ledge and privity Of (be immediate offender.” 

You are mstructed to muke Lord Palmerston fully 
scquaiuted with the conuuci of Cuptain May. J do 
not kKuuow whether be or any of bis oiicers who may 


Brith service. Should this prove to ve the case 
then you wall ask tor their dismissal, or such other 
pubisbinent as may Clearty manifest inat the British 
gorcrument bee disxp proved their conduct, 
lam, &c., JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Gozonce Bancnort, Esq., &c. 


MR. BANCROFT'S NOTE. 


30 Eaton Square, Oct. 8, 1847. 

My Lord: In conse quence v1 mstructions frow the 
American government, 1 called al the foreign oflice 
a lew days ugo, tu represent lu your Jordsnip tive 
conduct of Captain May, of the Bitlish steamer Te- 
Viot, who, unmindful ol bis Guty as a Heutral and uv- 
ing improperly the extracrdivary privileges which 
the Auerican government bas granted tu British 
Mail steamers ever since the cou mencewent of the 
present war with Mexico, im the month of August 
last brought from tre Havana to Vera Cruz Genera: 
Paredes, late president of Mexico, the author of the 
War of Mexico agaiust the Uniteu States, and their 
avowed and embittered enemy. . 
By the principles of British law, according to the 


Opinion of Sir Willam Scott, (6 Rubmeon’s reports, | such ports, or petit it upon such ¢ fins and cond 


430.) Capiain May has rendered tne Teviot liavie to 
Confiscation, or the president of the United States 


Might eflectuaily prevent similar aid tv the enemy, | :evenue derived from impurt duties, under ihe ‘avs 
by Withdraw ing from these steamers the privilege of | ot Mexico, was paid into the Meaiun treasury — 

But | was confident | Alter these ports had fatien into our wulitary posses- 
er Majesty's government will render such steps un- | sion, the blockade was r:ised aud commerce wath 
hecessary, vy adupting efficient means tu prevent,|them permitied upon prescribed terus and condi 


entering the port of Vera Cruz. 


lor the tuture, such viviations of their ueutraity. 


itered-eemy of ourcountry. The British cap- of your letter of the 8th inst., stating that you had 


mail steamer Teviot, violated the belligerent rights 
of the United Sates, by bringing the Mexican gene. 
ral (Paredes) from Havana to Vera Cruz, in the 


ad at, if be did not directly aid in his landing | this serious charge, are officers in the British service, | smount than those which had been previously levied 
that port in 8 clandestine manner, and contrary to|{ feel bound to ask for their dismissal, or punish- 
A established regulations, requiring a visit from the | ment in such other way 28 may clearly manifest that 


the British government has disapproved their con 
duct. 


] Lode the honor, &c.. 
GEORGE BANCROFT. 
To Viscount Patmerston. &c., &e. 


LORD PALMERSTON'S REPLY. 


Foreign Office. Oct 12, 1847. 
Sir: { have the honor anoles the receipt 


been instructed by the government of the United 
States to complain thet Captain May, of the British 


month of August last. 
And | heve to inform you, that I have referred the 
above complaint to the proper department ef her ma- 
jesty's government, in order that the charge brought 
against the captain of the Teviot may be officially 
investigated. I have the honor, &c. 
PALMERSTON. 
Grorce Bancre ert, Esq., &c. 


: Foreign Office. Nov. 16, 1847. 
Sir: In answer to your letter of the 8th inst. [ult.] 
complaining of the conduct of Capt. May, of the Bri 
tish mail steamer **Teviot,” in having conveyed Gen. 


by Mexico; and the revenue, which was formerly 
paid into the Mexican treasury, was directed to be 
collected by our military and naval officers, and ap- 


plied to the use of our army and navy. Care was 
taken that the officers, soldiers, and sailors of our 
army should be exempted from the operations of the 
order; and as the merchandize imported upon which 
the order operated must be consumed by Mexican 
citizens, the contributions exacted were, in effect, 
the seizure of the public revenues of Mexico, and 
the application of them to our own use. In direct. 
ing (his measure, the object was to compel the ene- 
ny to contribute, as far as practicable, towards the 
expenses of the war.” 

A copy of the order referred to, with the docu- 
ments accompanying it, has been communicated to 
congress. 

The order operated upon the vessels and merchan- 
dize of all nations, whether belonging to citizens of 
the United States, or to foreigners arriving in any of 
the ports in Mexico in our military oceupation.— 
The contributions ievied were a tax upon Mexican 
citizens, who were the consumers of the merchan- | 
dize imported. But for the permit er license grant- 
ed by the order, all vessels aud merchandize beleng- 
ing to citizens of the United States were necessarily 
excluded from all commerce with Mexico from the 
commencement of the war. The coasts and ports 
vf Mexico were ordered to be placed under block. 
ade on the day congress declared the war to exist; 


Paredes from Havana to Vera Cruz in the month of 
August last, I have. the honor to state to you that the 
lords commissioners of the admiralty having investi 
gated the circumstances of this «ffair, her majesty ’s 
government have informed the directors of the ruyal 
mail sieam- packet company, to whom the steawer 
*Teviot” belongs, that the directors are bound to 
testify, in a marked manner, their disapproval of 
Captain May's conduct in having thus abused the 
indulgence affurded to the company’s vessei~ by the 
government of the United States; and the directors of 
the company have accordingly stated to her majes- 
ty’s government that they will immediately suspend 
Captain May trom his command; and that they pub- 
licly and distinctly convemn any act on the part of 
their officess which may be regarded asa breach of 
faith towards the government of the United States, 
Or 48 aD infringement or invasion of the regulations 
established by the United States officers in those 
poris of Mexico which are occupied by the forces of 
the United States. 
i have the honor to be, &c. 
PALMERSTON. 
Geonce Baxcrort, &c., Kc , &e. 











\ ESSAGE FROM ‘THE FREsIDENT. 





The follow ing message was received in reply to a 
resulution of tie senate, calling for information as 
10 the am. position of duties and taxes in Mexico: 
To the senate of the Uniled States— 
In auger to the resulution of the senate of the Ist 
insignl, i questing to be informed whether ‘any 
takes, duties, oF mmposir” have been “laid and col- 
lected” “upon goods and merehandize belonging to 
citizens of the United States, exported by such cits. 
zeus of the United States to Mexico; end if so, » hat 
18 the rate of such duties, and what amount has been 
celiected, and also by what authority of law the 
same have been Jaid and cullected,” | reler the sen- 
ate to wy annual message of the 7th of Decembder 
lastin which | informed congress that orders had 
been given to our mililery an naval commanders in 
Mexico, to adupt the pulicy, as lar as is practicable, 
uf levying military Contributions upon the enemy tur 
the support of our army. As one of the wudes 
odopted tor levying such contributions, it was slated 
tu Ihab message thal— 
“On the 3lst of March last, I caused an order 
to be issued to Our military and naval commanders 
to levy und collect a military contiibulion upon ali 
vessein and merchandize which might enter any ol 
the purts of Mexico in our wihiary occupation 
and to upply such contributions towards defray- 
lng the expenses of the war. By virtue of the rm mi 
vi Conquest, and the laws of “war, the conquervr 
consulting bis own safety or convenience, may e1 
ther exciude loreign commerce aitugether from all 


tions a8 he May prescrive. Belore the principal 
ports of Mexico were blvckaved by our navy, the 





lf Captain May, or any of his oflicers implicated in |upun the payment of duties more woderate io their 


of all other nations. 


and by the laws of natiuns, the blockade applied to 

the vessels of the United States as well as the vessels 

Had no blockade been deciar- 

ed, or had any of our merchant vessels entered any 

of the ports of Mexico not blockaded, they would 

have been liable to be seized and condemned as lawful 
pr.ze by the Maxican authorities. When the order 
was issued, it operated as a privilege to the vessels 
of tte United States, as weil as to those of foreign 
countries, to enter the ports held by our arms, upon 
prescribed terms aud cui ditiuns. It was altogether 
optional wath citizens of the United States and tor- 
eigners to avail themselves of the privilege granted, 
upon the terms prescribed. Citizens of the United 
States and foreigners have availed themselves of 
these privileges. Nv principle is better established 
than that a pation at war has the right of shifting 
the burden off itsell, aud imposing it upon the enemy, 
by exacling military cortridutions. The mode of 
making such exactions must be left to the discretion 
vl the conqueror, but it should be exercised in a 
mnanner CunlormaDdle to the rules of civilized war- 
tare. 


The right to levy these contributions ie essential 
to the sueceselul prosecutiun of war in an enemy's 
country, and the practice of natiuns bas been in ac- 
curdauce with this principle. |t is as ciearly neces- 
sary as the right to Ogut Dallles, wud tts excic.ec 
viten essential lo the suvsisteuce of the army. 
Kutertaming no duubt that the military right to 
eaciude Commerce allugether from the puris of the 
enemy i our military occupation, tmcluded the ute 
nor right Of adusitiing it under prescribed conditions, 
it became an impurtant quesiion, at tLe date of the 
vider, whether there shuuid be a diecrimimation be. 
iween vessels aud Cargoes belonging to the cilizeng 
uf the United States, and vessels and cargues Delung- 
ing w neuiral vpauions. Had the vessels aud curgoes 
Deiapging tv ciliZens ol the Diuned Siates veew ad- 
Miied wilhoul the payment of avy duly, while a 
uuly wes levied vn buieign veeseis and Cargues, the 
vbyect of ihe order would bave been deleated. The 
whuie Cummerce woulu have berp Conuucled tn 
Awerican vessels. No conirivutions couid have been 
culiecled, wid the cucimy would Lure been turuisned 
Wilh gouds wilhoul ihe ckacthon trom ol ol any 
contribuliod Whaetevei; suu would tase been Uius 
bene flied Ly cus miiary vecupation, lusteud Ol Oe. 
Ing sade lv lees tie evsis of ine war. lu order to 
jevy these Coniruulons, aud to wake thea avaliavle 
tur the support OF the aiusy, 1) Veceume luereiure ao0- 
Guiulely Hecessaly thal Uiey sh uid Uc cullecied Upon 
Mnpulls Wily ow ehilal purtisyg whelher iu VYesscis ue- 
whgiig bu CiluiZens vr lue Ualted Siutes or to tor- 
cipucts. 

kt wus Geemed proper to extend the privilege to 
vertels ai thei Carg co Deivuging tu weuilal Waslous, 
ki b> DEEN iny POLY, since Ihe Commencement of 
be wor WD MeBicu, ty act Jusiiy wand mBeraily to- 
waide @ht ictltvl bali isn, Bu o afluic iv tics nO 
Just Cause UF CoMipiatis wed -© Lave seen sie guud 
CUNSEG NCES U1 thii> pyle) Gy) Us peti tal satisiac- 
jul winch be hus giten. 

ki: sbeWwer lu oe WY y CUilatuced im tie resulu. 
Livi, we ty the bales us ites tiwpo-ed, reer you 
iit Go: Un Clils WHICH eCCuupeny ty unoual incasage 
vt the 7th ot Decemver iast, witch contain the m- 


tions. They were open to the trade vo: ail nations, | wrmaiwn. 











From whe accompanying reports of t.e secretary 
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of war and the secretary of the navy, it will be seen 
thatthe conimhuiiens have been collected on all 
vessels and carenes, whether American or foreign; 
but the returns of the departments do not show with 
exactness the amounts collected on American, as 
distinguishable from foreign vessels and merchan- 
dize. JAMES K. POLK. 

Washington, February $0, 1848. 

se I ET EE 
RHODE ISLAND CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. Wessrer said there was something novel and 
-e@xtraordinary in the case now before the court. It 
is not such a one as is usually presented, all will ad- 
mit. for judicial consideration. 

It is weil known that in the years 18941 and 1842, 
political agitation existed in Rhode !sland. Some of 
the citizens undertook to form a new constitution of 
government, beginning their proceedings towards 
that end by meetings of the people, held without 
authority of law, and conducting those proceedings 
through such forms as led them in 1842 to say they 
had established a constitution and a form of govern. 
ment. The previously existing, and then existing 
government of Rhode Island treated these proceed- 
ing 3s nugatory, so far as they. went to establish a 
new constitution, and as criminal so far as they pro- 
posed to confer authority upon any persons to inter- 
fere with the acts of the existing government. 

All will remember thatthe state of things ap- 
proactied, if vot actual conffict between men in arms, 
at least the -‘pertlous edge of battle.” Aris were 
resorted to, force was used and greater force threat. 
ened. 

In June 1842 this agitation subsided. The new 
government, us it called itself, di-appeared frum the 
scene of action. The former government the char- 
ter government, a3 it was sometimes styled, reas- 
sumed undisputable control, went on its ordinary 
course and the peace of the state was restored. 

Kut the past had been too serious to be forgotten. 
The legislature of the state had, at an early stage of 
the troubles, found it necessary to pass special Jaws 
‘for tbe punishment of the persons eonce: ned in these 
prececdmegs. 
as smabier offences, and declared martial law. 
King proclaimed the existence of treason and rebel- 
ion jn the state, and declared the state under martial 
Jaw. 

Tis having been done, and the ephemera) govern- 
mentof Mr. Derr having disappeared, the grand 
juries of the state found mdictments against several 
persons for having disturbed the peace of the state, 
and one agaist Dorr, for treason. The indictment 
against Dure cawe on in the Supreme Court of R. 
Island in 1844, before a tribunal admitted on all 
hands to be the legal Judicature of the state. He 
was tried by a jury of Rnode hsland, above all ob. 
jection, and alter all challenge. By that jory, 
under the instructions of the court, he was conFict- 
ed of treason aud sentenced to imprisonment for 
life. 

Now an action is brought in courts of the U. S. 
and before your honors by appeal, in whic it is 
allempted to prove that the characters of this draina 
have been oddly and wrongly cast,—that there has 
been a great mistake mw the courts of Rhode Island. 
They say that Mr. Dorr, instead of being a traitor 
or ap jusurrectionist, was the real goveinor of the 
Stute at the timej—that the force used by lim was 
exercised in defence of ihe constiution and laws 
and not against them; that he who opposed the con 
stituted authorities was not Mr. Dorr, bul Gov. 
King; and (kat it was he who should have been in- 
dicted and tried. This is rather an important mistake, 
to be sure, Il it be one. 
Lear, aid, handy dandy, which is the justice, and 
which the thick?’ 














the governor and which the reveil” 

The aspectof the case therefore, is,as | have 
said, novel. lt may perhaps give vivacity and va- 
riety to Judicial investigatiou.s. bt way relieve the 
druugery of perusing briels, demurrers and pleas in 
bar, Dills in equity and answers, and introduce to- 
pics which give sprightiiness and freshuess and 
novelty to caurts of law. 

However impossible it way be, and 1 suppose it to 
to be wholly i..possible, that you should take judicial 
cognizance of the questions which the plaimtitf has 
presented to the court below, yet 1 do not think ut a 
matter of regret that the cause has come hither. | 
is said, and truly said, that the case involves the 
consideration aud discussion of whal are the true 
principles of government in our American system of 
public liberty. ‘This is very right. The case does 
pvoive these Questions, and harm can never come 
from thes discussion, especially when such discus. 
siow is addressed to reason and not to passion, when 
itis had belore magistrates and lawyers, and not 





hefore excited masses out of doors. | agree entire- 
ly that the case does raise considerations, somewhat 
extensive,of the true eharacter of our American 
system of popular liberty: and although I am con- 
sirainean to differ from the Tearned counsel who 
opened the cause for the plaintiff in error, on the 
principles and character of that American 'iberty,— 
upon the characteristics of that American system 
on which changes of the government and constitu- 
tion, if they become necessary, are to be made, yet 
I agree with him that this case does present them for 
consideration. 

Now there are certain principles of public liberty 
which, though they do not exist in all forms of go- 
vernment, exist nevertheless tosome extent in diffe- 
rent forms of government. The protection of life 
and property, the habeas corpus, trial by jury, the 
right of open trial,—these are principles of public 
liberty existing in their best form in the republican 
institutions of this country, but, to the extent inen- 
tioned, existing in the constitution of England. Our 
American liberty, allow me to say, therefore has an 
ancesiry, a pedigree, a history. Our ancestors 
brought to this continent all that was valuable, io 
their judgment, in the political institutions of Eng 
land, and left behind them all that was without 
value or that was objectionable. During the colo- 
nial period our ancestors were closely connecied 
with the colonial system; but they were Englishmen 
as weil as colonists, and took an interest in whatever 
concerned the mother country, especially in all great 
questicos of public liberty in that country. There- 
fore they took an interest in the revolution of 1688. 
The American colonists had suffered from the ty- 
‘ranny of James the Second. Their charters had 
‘been wrested from them by mockeries of law, and 
by the corruption of judges in the city of London, 
and wm no part of England was there more gratifica- 
lion or a more resolute feeling, when James abdicat- 
ed and William came over, than in the American 
evlonies. All know that Massachusetts immediate- 
ly overthrew what had been done under the rcign of 
James, and took possession of the colonial fort in 





It defined the crime of treason, as well ; “ 
Gov. | by the declaration of 1776, they departed from the 


| political maxims aud examples of the mother coun- 
(try, and entered upon a course more exclusively 
| American 
and cur history relate to ourselves. Through the 
period of the Declaration of lodependence, of the | 
| confederation, of the conveution, and the adoption 
|of the constitution, all these are rccords out of 


“Change places” says poor | 


So do our learned opponents say | 
lo us; “change places, and, handy dandy, whicii is | 


' 


the name of the new king. 
When the United States separated from England 


From that day down, our institutions 


which our system of American liberty is to be 
drawn. 

From the Declaration of Lidependence, the go- 
vernwents of what had been colonies before, were 
jadapied to thei new condition. They no ionger 
held allegiance to crowned heads. No tie bound 
them tu England. The whole system became en- 
lirely popular, and all legislative and constitutional 
provisions had regard to (this new, pecultar, Ameri- 
can character which they assumed. Where the 
form of government was already well enough they 
let italone. Where it was necessary, they reform- 
edit. What was valuable they retained; what was 
essential they added, an! no more. Through the 
whole proceeding, from °76 to the latest period, the 
whole course of Americaa public acts, the whole 
progress of this American system, was marked by a 
peculiar conservatism. Their object wasto do 
what was necessary, and no more; andto do that 
with the ulm ost temperance and prudence. 


Now, without going into historical details at 
length, let me state what L understand the American 
principies to be on which this systein rests. 

First and chief, no man makes a question, that the 
people are the source of all political power. Go-~ 
verumeut 13 instituted for their good, and its mem- 
bers are their ageuts and servants. He who would 
argue against this, must argue without an adversary. 
And who thinks there ts any peculiar merit in assert- 
ing a dvucirine like that, in the midst of twenty mil- 
lions of people, when bBineteen millions, nine hua. 
dred and oinely-nine thousand, oine hundred aud 
maely-nine of them, bold uas well as himself.— 
There is no other doctrine of goverameut here; and 
no man imputes to anuther, and no map should claim 
ior bimsell, any peculiar merit for asserting what 





| every body knuws to be true, and novody devies — 
| Why, where else can we look Dut to the people for 


polutical p wer, in a popular government! We have 
no hereditary executive, nu hereditary branch of the 
legislature, no inheritance of great masses of pro- 
perty, no system of entails, no long trusts, no long 
‘family settiements no primugeniture. Every estate 
in the country, from the richest to the pvorest, ts 
divided among sous and daughters alike. Alievation 
is made as easy as possible; everywhere the trans- 





' missibility of property is made perfectly free; the 


r 
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whole system is arranged so as to produce 
unequal industry an enterprise render jt os ae 
universal equality among men, an equality eee 
absolutely, and an equality of condition 4 4 
the different characters of individuals st 
such equality to be produced. He who co all 
that there may be, is, or ever has been , 
Declaration of Independence, anybody who | 
any other source of power in this © untry ey 
people, so as to give them peculiar merit ay 
mor loudest in its assertion, must be out of his, 
even more than Don Quixotte was. Hig im m 
tion was only perverted. He saw things not 7 , 
were. He saw windmiils, and took them to be 
ed men—knights on horseback. This was 
enough, but whoever says, or speaks as if he tho 
that any body looks to any other source of poi? 
power in this country but the people must have 
stronger and a wilder imagination, for he, , 


oe gives to airy nothing, 
A local habitation and a name.’’ 


He “‘saws the air.” le sees phantoms, 
then, let ailadmit, what none deny, that the on 
source of political power in this country is the, 
ple. Let us admit that they are sovereign, for th, 
are so, that isto say, the aggregate community 
collected will of the people, is sovereign. | con 
that I think Chief Justice Jay spoke rather paraq 
ically than philosophically, wh n_ he said that 
country exhibited the extraordinary spectacle , 
many sovereigns and no subjects. The people 
said, are ali sovereigns. and the peculiarity of 
case is that they have no subjects, except a few 
lored persons. ‘Phis must be rather fanciful, 
aggregate community is sovereign, but that ig 
the sovereignty which acts in the daily exereyge 
sovereign power. The people cannot act daily 
the people. ‘Phey must establish a government, 
invest it with so much of the sovereign power as 
case requires: and this sovereign power being del. 
gsted and placed in the hands of the governme 
that government becomes what is popularly called 
Tue sTaTe. I like the old fashioned way of star 
things as they are; and thisis the true idea ofy 
state. {It is anorgamized government, representigg 
the collected will of the people,so far as they se 
fitto invest thal government with power. And, in 
that respect, it is true that though this government 
possesses sovereign power, it does not possess alj 
‘sovereign power: and go the state goverament, 





' though sovereign in some respects, are not in all.~ 
Nor could it be shown that the powers of botha 
delegated, embraced the whole range of what might 
be called sovereign power. We usually speak 
states as sovereign states. Ldo nutobject. Butihe 
constitution speaks of the government here, as th 
general or the federal government. Ut calls them 
United States, and the government, the governmett 
of the United States, and it calls the stat govere 
menis. state governments. Still the fact is undeow 
bly sc. - «gislation is a sovereign power aud is¢t 
ercised by organiazed government to a Certain exteal, 
and by the states, acourding tothe forms which they 
have themselves established. 


Well then, having agreed that all power is orig 
nally from the peyple, that they can conler as wuth 
of ut as they please, the next principle is, that, as the 
exercise of legislative power and the other powers 
government by themselves is impracticable, they 
must be exercised by REPRESENTATIVES of the paoplei 
and what distinguishes the American system as much 
as anything else froin any political system of ancietl 
or modern times, is the marvellous felicity of il 
representative system. Li has with us, allow me 
say, a somewhat different origin frow the represeals 
tion of the commons in England, though that hi 
been worked up to some resemblance of yur owt 
sysiem. The representative system in Kogland ong 
inated not in auy supposed rights of the people thea 
selves, but in, the necessities and commands of th 
crown. 
ed to a parliawent called by the King, ofteo agaist 
their will, Many remonstrances were preseo 
against sending up these re, resentatives: the charg 
of paying thew was felt to be burdensume by ile 
people. But the King wished their counsel and al 
vice and perhaps the presence oj the popular bodj, 
to enable him to make greater headway against (ht 
feudal barons im the aristocraiic and heredilaly 
branch of the legislature. lo process of time thet 
knights aod burgesses assumed more and more a por 
uluc character and became the guardians of popula 
rights. The people through thea ovtained prulee 
tion against the encroachments of the crown aud lit 
aristocracy, till in our day they are understood to 
the representatives of the people, charged with ihe 
protection of the people. With us it was. alway 
just so. Representation bas always beeo this: !" 
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a ee 


nee ila; they can only exercise it 
. sete oe orale The whole system with 
: epee popular from the beginning. 
wel the basis of this representation is suffrage. 
‘“° pt to choose representatives is every man’s 
ee wine exercise of sovereign power:—to have a 
i ‘in it, if he bas the proper qualifications, that is 
7 fundamental exercise of political power by every 
tor. That is the beginning. This is the mode 
qhich power emanates from its source and gets 
the hands of conventions, legislatures, courts of 
¥ apd the chair of the executive. it being in 
- e, Suffrage in the delegation of the power of 
individual to some agent. marth 
(this be so, then follow two other great princ.,.rs 
ihe American system: 
|, The first is that the right of suffrage shail be 
rded, jrotected, secured againat force and against 
; and 
“4 The second is, that its exercise shall be prescri- 
doy previous law—its qualifications shall be pre 
ribed by previous law—the time and place of its 
anner of its exercise—under whose supervision— 
ways sworn officers of the iaw —is to be prescribed. 
nd then again the results are to be certified to the | 
tral power by some certain rule, by some kcown 
sblic officers, in some clear and definite form, to 
» end that two things may be done—firsi. that 
ery man, entitled to vote, may vote; second, that 
yote may be sent forward and counted, and so 
»may exercise his part of sovereignty, in common 
ith his fellow men. 


In the exercise of political power through repre- 
natives we know nothing, we have never known 
ything, but such an exercise as should be carricd 
rough the prescribed forms of law—and when we 
ppart from that, we shall wander as widely from the 
nerican track as the pole is from the track of the 





ie 

[ have said that it is one principle of the American 
slem, that the people limit their governmeuts-— 
tional and state. They do so;—but it is another 
inciple, equally true and certain, and according ‘o 
y judgment of things equally important, that tie 
ople often limit themselves. They set bounds to 
eirown power. ‘They have chosen to secure ‘he 
stitutions they establish against the sudden.impu:- 
sof mere majorities. All our institutions teem 
ith instances of this. It was their great censerva- 
ve principle, in constituting forms of government, 
ai they should secure what they had established 
zainst sudden changes of mere majorities. By the 
th article of the constitution of the United States, 
gress, two thirds of both houses concurring, may 
mropuse ainendments to the constitution, or on ik: 


exercise sovereign power’ They began an inceptive 


government. 


when all government was immediately dissolved, the 
people got together and whatdid they do? Did they 


organization. the object of which was to get together 
representatives of the people, who should form a 
This wasthe mode of proceeding in 
those states where their legisiatures were dissolved. 
It was much like that had in England upon the ab 

diction of the 11 He ranaway—abdicated. He 
threw the great seal into the Thanes. [ am not 
aware that on the 4th of May 1842, any great seal 
was thrown into Providence river! But James ab. 
dicated, and King William took the government; 
and how did he proceed? Why he atonce requested 
all who had been members of the old parliament, of 
any regular parliament tn the time of Charles the 
If., to assemble. The Peers, being a standing body, | 
could of course assemble; and all they did was to 

recommend the calling of a convention, to be chosen 
by the same electors, an:' composed of the same 
numbers; as composed a parliament. And the eci- 
vention assembled, and as all know, was turi ed into 
a parliament. ‘This was a case of necessily—-a rev— 
olution. Don’t we calli! so? Aad why? Not mere- 
iy because a new sovereign then ascended the throne 
of the Stuarts, but because there was a change 
in the organization of tiz government. The 
succession of law was broken. The convention 
did not assemble under any preceding law. There 
was a hiatus, a syncope, in the action of the boly 
politic. This was revolution;and the parliaments 
that assembled afterwards dated their legal origin to 
that revolution. 

Js it not obvious enough that men cannot zg! to- 
gether, and count themselves, and say they uve so 
many hundreds an! so many thousands, and judge 
of their own qualifications, and call themselves the 
people, and setup a government? Why another set 
of men, for miles off, on the same day, with the 





TT 





altered its constitution in any other mode? What 

alteration has ever been brought in, putin, forced in, 

or got in any how, by resolutions of mass meetings, 

and then by applying force? In what state has an 

assembty, calling itself the people, without certain 

officers, with no oaths, securities or sanctions of any 
kind, met and made a constitution and called it the 

constitution of the state? . 

There must be some authentic mode of ascertain- 

ing the will of the people—elss all is anarchy. It 
resolves itself into the law of the strangest, or vhat 

is the same thing, of the most numerous for the -no- 

ment: and all constitutions, and all legislative rignts 
are prostrated and disregarded. 

But my learned adversary says that, if we main. 

tain that the people—ior he speaks inthe na .e and 
on behalf of the people, to which i do not object— 
connot commence changes in their government, but 
by some previous act of legislation—and if the legis: 
lature will not grant such an act—we do an fact iol- 
low the example of the Holy Ail:ance—the Doctors 
of Laybach; where the assembled sovereizns said 
that all changes of governinent must proceed from 
the sovereign: and it is said that we mark out the 
sai.e cule for the peuple of Rhode Island. 

Now, will any man, will my adversary here on a 
moment's reflection, undertake to siiow the jeasi re- 
semblance on earth between what d have called the 
American doctrine and the doctrine of the sovereigns 
at Laybact? What-do i contend for? I say thutine 
will of the people must prevail when it ts asceriaie- 
ed; but there must oe some legal and autheatic wmode 
of aseeriaining that will; and then the people make 
what government they please. Was that the doc- 
vi Layvach, pray? Was not the doctrine there neid 
that the sovereign should say what changes shal: ve 
made? Changes must proceed from them; new cone 
sittutions aad new laws emauate frow ihe: aud all 








same propriety, with as good qualifications and in 
as large numbers, may meetand set) a government 
for themselves-~one may meet at Newport, and an- 
ether at Chepachet, and both may c»'! tnemselves 
the people. What is this tut anarchy: What lib 
erly is there liere but a tumultuary, tempestuous, 
violent, siormy I:berty,—a sort of South American 
liberty, without power, excspt in spasuis—a liberty 
supported by arms to day, crushed by arms to mor- 
row. Is that our liberty? 

This regular action of popular power, on the other 
hand, pluces upon public liberty the most beautiful 
face that ever adorned that angel form. All is reg- 
ular and harmonious in its features, and gentle in its 
operation. The stream of public authority under 
American liberty, running in this channel, has the 





pplication of the legislature of two thircs of the 
ales, may call a convention, and awende:snis pro- 
bsed in either of these forms, must be ratified by 
e legislatures or conventions of three fourths of the 
ates. That fifth article of the constitution, if it 
fas made a topic for those who framed the “‘peop!:'s 
bnstitution”’ of Rhode Island, could only have been 
ade a topic of denunciation. It gives no counte- 
cé to any of their proceedings or to any thing 
ethem. On the contrary, it is one remarkable 
Pslance of the enactment and application of that 


meal A.erican principle that the constitution of 
p¥ernment should be cautiously and prudently in- 


fered with, and that changes should not ordina. 


Wy be begun and carried through by mere majori- 
. 


But the people limit themselves also in other ways. 
Bhey limit themselves in this first exercise of their 
bnstitutious, in \WO important respects—that is to 
y, in regard to the qualifications of the electors, and 


regard to qualifications of the elected. lo every 


ale, and im ali the states, the people have preclu- 
d themselves from voting for anybody they may 
hovse—they have limited their own right of chovs- 
g They nave said we will elect uo man whe 


as Hot such and such qualifications. 


Cations. 


é 


hey must vote ata particular place—at a particu 


flime, anc under particulur conditions, or nul ai} passing a law to ascertain the will ofthe people in 
l. It is in these modes that we are to ascertain) a new exigency? 
be will of the Americar. peopie, and our constitution | without opposition, nodody .uggesting that»ther. 
' We are not to take 
me’ willof the people from public meetings, nor 
om tumultuous assemblies, nur those assembiies of 

© people by which the timid are terrified, by which 
ve prupent are alarmed, and by which society is 
Siurbed. These are not American modes of sig- 
fying the wild of the people aud they never were. 
anything in the country, not ascertained by a reg- 


d laws know no otuer muds. 


af vole, by reguiar returns and by regular repre 


Dlation, has been established, it is an exception 
d not the rule—it is an anomaly which, I believe, 


Nuet be found. 


We will not; do this, 
ble Ourselves, unless we have such and such quali- | delegates who weal to Philadelphia and lormed the 

They have also limited themselves tu 
rlain prescribed furms for the conduct of electiuns. 


It is true ibat at the revolution, | exercise of legisiative power. 





li is power‘us for 


parent as those of a crystal ‘ake. 
It produces wo tumult, no vivi nce and 0 


| good. 

| wrong. 
| Sir Thomas Denwmar:—it is a sticam 

) “Though deep yet clear, tecugh gentle yet not dull, 
Strong without rage, w'thout v’e:flowing full.” 

| Anvther American principe growing oul of this 
and just as important and well settled, as is the great 
truth that the people are the source ol power, is, that 
when io the course of evenis 1 becomes vecessary 
to ascertain the will of the peuple on a rew exigen- 
cy, or a new state of things or of opinion, ihe \egis- 
lative power provides for thal ascerlainimeny >: an 
ordinary act of legislation. Has not that dee: our 
whole history? It would take we fru vow ti. the 
sun shall go down, to advert tu wil che lustances ot |, 
and I shall only reler to the most promment and 
especiaily to the establishment eo! the constitution 
under which yousit. The oid cuongres:,upou tue 
suggestion of ibe delegates who assemuie. al Aunap. 
olis in May 1796, recommended to the states that 
they should send delegates to a convention to be 
heiden at Foiladelphia, to furin a constituuon. No 
article of the old coulederation gave them power to 
But they did it, and tue states did appoint 





constiiution. it was communicated to the siates to 
make provision fur calling the peuple logether to act 
upon its adoptiob. Was uot (halexactiy the case of 





Aud this method Was adepied 


could be any other mude of ascertaining the will of 
the people. 

Again, my learned friend went through the con- 
stitutiops vl several ol the stetes. !t is enough to 
say, that of the old thirteen states tue constitutions, 
with but one exception, contaimed no proviswu for 
their own amendment. in N. Hampshire there was 
a provision for taking the sense of the people once in 
seven years. Yel there is hardly one that has not 
ultered its constiluuon, and it has deen dune vy con- 
ventions called by the legisicture as am ordinary 


strength of the Missouri, while its waters are as ‘~aus- 


It 1s wel} enough dexcrived in those lines of | 





the people do isto submit. That is what they main- 
tained. Ali changes began with the Suvereigus and 
|ended with the sovereigns. Pray, at adout the Uae 
that congress Was in session, did tue allied powers 
| put it to the peuple of Ltaly to say what sort ul chauge 
\ they would have? And at a wore recent date, aid 
they ask the citizens of Cracow wWhal change che 
would bave in their constitution? Or did liey iake 
away thelr constitution, laws and liberiies, oy iheir 
own sovereign act? Nv! Ali that is aecessary here 
18, that the will of the geopte should be ascertaiued 
by sowe reguiar rule of proceeding, prescribed by 
previous law. But when ascectamed, that will is as 
suvereign as thal of a despotic prince—the Czar uf 
Muscovy, or the E upetor of Austrin til well, lituu 2h 
nul guile so easily and readily made kuowny. Se 
Kase, of an edict, signifies al once ihe will of ¢ Ues- 
puolic prince, But that will of the peepie, which 
here ws suvereign a8 the will of suck a princes, is not 
js easily .scertamed or kuown. And thence arises 

‘he wecessily dor sullrage, which ts the mude Where- 
By each inau’s puWel May Ve wade vo teil Upul Lue 
cunstiluiion of the gorcinment. 

Que of the most re: eul laws tur taking the will of 
the peopie in uly stale, is the law of 1845, of ihe 





Is 


stale ol New York, dt vegius uy recum mending to 
ihe peuple to assemole in thee several election dis- 
rics, aid prucecd to vuole tur ueiegales to a cone 
vention. dt you wiil take the patus to read that act 
i wili be seen tinat New York regarded it as an Ore 
cihaty exercise of legisiative power. | applies ali the 
penadlics lot Haudulent Vollng a> iw olueEr clections. 
lt punishes iaise oalhs as in other Cases, Ceruucates 
vi ihe proper uilicers were to be heid conclusive auld 
the will vt lhe peuple Was, in this respect, cuilecied 
esseplially im lhe Same manuuer, Sup-lvised Ly the 
sul ollicers, under the sawe puarus agulusi source 
abd froud, coliusiod aud wisreprese talon, 
applicd mm voung lor stave or U.S. officers. 

We sec, thercivire, irom ihe cuMmimcucemenut ol the 
governweul Under which we live duwu tu Lis lale 
act Ol the Stale ul New York, ove uulicrm cCureeut 
ol law, of precedent, avd oi practice, aii BVlig bo 
establish ibe puldl hat chunges in SYVCiticut are 
iO be Orougnt avuul Dy the will Ol thc pevpie, as- 
semDied ubuer such iegisiative PlOVisigus as way ve 
necessary lo ascertain thal wiil truly and a 
Cally. 


In tue next piace, may it please your honors it 
DeCcumes Very Iuspurtaul OW CUUdiuTEi Wal vedtiig ne 
constitution and jaws vl tue Unie States pave up- 
vb tue Rhode Isiand question. Ul course ine cule 
slituliow vi the Uuiled States recuguizes Lue exist- 
euce of states. Que auch of ihe icgisisture of 
the Untied States is COuw pused vl seuaturs appuicted 
Dy the states, Im (heir slate Capacities. 
tution of the United States, (ActIV, §4,) says cnat 
“the United States shall guaranice tw evcn stare a 
republican torw of goverumeut, sid shail prviect ihe 
several Slates agaist iuVasiou, aud ou lue appiica- 
tiuli ol the jegisiature, oF vi the caccuues w be iue 


ihul are 


tot eee 


dic CUusis 








Now what state ever 





legiwiature Caubul De Couvened, agaimet domestic rie 
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olence.” Now I cannot but think this a very stria- 
gent erticle, drawing after it the most important con- 
sequences, and a!l good consequences, The consti 
tution, in the section cited, speaks of states having 
éxisting legislatures and existing executives; and it 
speaks of cases in whieh violence ‘s practiced or 
threatened against the state—‘domestic violence;” 
an‘ it says the state shall be protected. It says then 
does it not, that the existing government of a state 
shall be protected? My adversary says, if so, and if 
the legislature would not call a convention, and if, 
when the people rise to make a constitution, the U. 
States step in and prohibit ihem, why the rights and 
rivileges of the people are checked—controlled.— 
ndoubtedly! The constitution does not proceed on 
the ground of revolution: st does not proceed on any 
ight of revolution; but it does go on the ides that 
within and u der the constitution, no new constitu- 
tion can he established in any state without the 
authority of the existing government. This cannot 
help the gentlemai’s argument much, because bis 
own case falls within the same range. He has 
proved, he thinks, that there was an existing govern- 
ment, a2 paper government at least—a rightful go- 
vernment as he alleges. Suppose it *o be rightful. 
Suppose three fourths of the people of Rhode isiand 
to have been engaged in it and ready to sustain it.— 
What then? How is it to be done without the con. 
sent of the existing government? Because if that 
government holds on and will not surrender till dis- 
placed by force, and if is is threatened by force, then 
the case of the constitution arises, and the Uniied 
States must aid the government that is in, because 
an attempt to displace a government by force is 
‘domestic violence.” It is the case provided for by 
the constitution. If the existing government hold 
on, maintain is post, though three-fourths of the 
state have adopted the new constitution—is it not 
evident enough that the exigency arises in which the 
constitutional power bere must go to the aid of the 
existing government? Look at the baw of 28th of 
February, 1795—in Vol. 1 of the Statutes at ‘arge, 





and was ordered to arrest the plaintiff, fur whieh 
purpose he applied at the door of his house, and 
being refused he forced the door. 

The action is for trespass and the plea is justifi- 


jeation under the law of Rhode Island. The plea: 
and replications are as usual in such cases. The plea | 


was filed at the November term of 1842, and the 
case was tried at the November term of 1843, in the 
cireuit court in Rhode Island. And in order to make 
out a defence, the defendant offered the charter of 
Rhode Island, the participation of the state in the 
Declaration of Independence, its untting with the 
confederation in °78, its ad-nixsion into the Union in 
90, ils continuance in the Unton, and it« continued 
recognition as a state down to May, 1843, when the 
constitution now in force, was adopted. And here 
iet it be particularly remarked, that congress ad- 
mitted Rhode Island into the constitution under this 
wWentical old charter govern nent, thereby giving 
sanction to it as a republican form of government. 
And the defeadant then refers to all the laws and 
proceedings of the assembly till the adoption of the 
present constitution of Rhode Island) The defend 

ant proposes to prove, that |:rge numbers of men 
were assembied in arms to destroy the government, 
that he was acting under competent military autho- 

rity in resisting the.n, &c., as set forth in the-plea. 
To repel the case of the defendant the plaintiff read 
the proceedings of ihe old legislature, and ducu- 
ments to show that the idea of changing the govero- 
ment had been entertamed a3 long ago a8 in 1790.— 
He read also resolutions of the assembly of i841— 
memorials praying changes in the constitution, &c., 
&e. He next offered to prove that suffrage associa 

tions were formed throughout the state in 1840 and 
*4);, that steps were taken by tuem for holding pubd- 
lic meetings, and to show the proceedings held there- 
on. Inthe next place a wass convention was held 
at Newport attended by over four thousand persons, 
and another at Providence which over six thousand 
altended; at which resolutions were passed which 
were here offered. Then he offered to prove the 











page 424: “aud in case of insurrection agaist any 
state, or against the government thereof, it shall be 
lawful for the president, on application of the legis- 
lature, to eall out the olitia of other states as he 
may judge sufficient tu suppress such insurrection.” 
Insurrection against the existing gosernment is to be 
suppressed. 


But the law and the constitution, the whole sys 
tem of American institutions, du nut contewplate a 
case as likely to arise under our system, in  shien a 
resort will be necessary to proceeding aliunde, or 
outside of the law and the coustiiution, tor the pur- 
pose of amending a constitution. bh goes on the 
ground that the states are ail republican, that they 
are all representative in their forms, and that these 
popular goveruments in each siate, the annually cre- 
ated reuiures of the peupie, will give all proper ta- 
Ciillies a d necessary aids to Oring about changes 
that the peuple may judge necessary in their consi 
tutions. St takes tha: ground anu acts on bo other 
supposition. Jt assumes thal the popular will will 
be accomplished in ali particulars. And histury has 
proved (hat the presuuwption is well Sounded. 

Now this is the view | take of what | have called 
the American system. These are ihe methuds of 
bringing wooul Ch Nges iw government. 

Now it 33 proper tu luk wto this record and see 
what the quesiiuus are, (hat are presemed Oy it, aud 
Culisider, 

|. Whether the case is ove for judicial investiga- 
tivts at alimthal is, whether this court can try the 
mutters Which the piamull nas uflereu to prove in 
the circuit court Deluw s—and 

2. lu the secon pivce whether many things » hich 
he did ufler tu prove, if they could have been and 
hud beew proveu, Were bul aels of criutoalily, and 
therelure bu Jusifcativn:—and 

3 Whether ali that was offereu to be proved 
would stow thal, in poll of tact, here bau been 
€steDii-hed afd pUl lo Uperaliul aby Dew constitu. 
tiut lO Uispiace the oi charier gurcrument of Rnode 
Istuud. 

‘}he declaration is in trespass. The writ wa- is- 
sucd op the Bin uf October, 1842, mw which Martin 
Luther compiams that Luther Bowden and others 
Uicke blo bis house in Warren, Rhode Island, on 
ih 29 os June, 1842, and distusved tis family, 
&e. 

she defendant answers that large numbers of men, 
in uree in Rovde Islend ivr the purpose of over- 
throwing the government of the state, made «ar 
uUpub hi thet jour the preservation of the gorerument 
auu the peuple martial law bad oeenu proclaimed by 
tine guy. fuur, UbUCE al act Ul tue legisiature on the 
25 vi Juve, 1642. ihe plea yoes un Ww afer tat 
tne plattelt Was aiding anu avetiing the allempt tev 
vrertinow the government, aud thal the delcadant 


Was under the wililery auihority of Joba T. Chud, 


election of delezates—ihe meeting of the conven 

| tion in October, 1841, and the drafting of a consti- 
| tution; the reassemouling in 184}, the completion of 
the draft, its subdimission to tne peopie, their voting 
upon it, it- aduption and prociamation vn the 13.b of 
January, 1842, that the consistutiva so adopteu was 
the law of ihe land. 


That is the substance of what was here averred 
Th. piaintff next offered to prove that the cunsti- 
lution was a opted by a large majority of the quali- 
fied voters of the state; that officers were elected 
under it in April, 1842; that the new government 
assembled on the 3d of May, and he offered a copy 
of its proceedings. 


He sets forth that the court refused to admit tes- 
timony upon these sudject-, and ruled that the go- 
vernment and Jaw of the state were in fuli force, 
and that they justified the action of the deiendants. 

1 will give a few references to other proceedings 
of this new government. The new constitution was 
| procianmed on the 3th of January, 1842. On the 
| 13tn of April officers were uppomted under it, and 
|.ir. Dorr was chusen governor. Ou Puesday ine 34 
‘of May the new legisiaiure met, was organized, aud 
then, st is musisted, the new constitution Decade the 
law of the tand—von that 3d vay of May. The legis- 
lature sat through the whole day, morning and-even- 
ing: adjourped; met the next day; and sat through 
all that day, morning and evening, and did a great 
deal of paper vusiness. It went throu.h the forms 
ol choosing a supreme court, &c., and on the even: 
ing of the 4th of May it adjourned, to meet again 
ou the Ist sionday vi July i Providence. 


“And never word spake wore!” 


jt never re-assembied. This government, '.« 4, 
whatever it Was, canie into existence on th «ad 
day of May, 2% went oul of existence on the fo 
day of May. 

1 willnow give some reierences concerning the 
pew constitutiup authorised vy the government.— 
The present constitution was tramed in November, 
1342. 1. was voled upon by the peopie on the 2st, 
22a, and Q3u days of November, was then accepted, 
aud Vecume Dy Its Own provisiuns the Constitution of 
Roode Isianu on the Ist Tuesday of May, 1543. 

No» what, in the meaniume, bad vecume of Mr. 
Durr’s government? Accuruing to their own princt 
ple ihey say lucy are lurceu to admit that it was su- 
perseded by lune new g Verumenut, because the peopie 
nau accepted the new government. But they hau ne 
new government till May, lo43. Accurding w them, 
hen, there was an tnierregnum ol a whole year.— 
il they had a government, wiat Decame of i? If st 
ever came mW, Whal pul oulol existence? Why 
did it Nok meet oN the day Lo whieh 1 Bad adjourned? 
IL was nol dispieced uy lhe vew CunstHulion, DeCause 
that had vot been ugreed upun im convention til 











November, it was not adopted by the peonle ;: 
dost of Hovemiah, ond ‘lt did wa ‘gular? Sail te 
till May. What beeame of it 7 

I think it is important to note that the new oq,,,: 
tution, established according to the prescrined fore . 
came thus into operation in May, 1843, and was! 
mitted by all to be the constitution of the on 
What then happened in the state of Rhoce Islands 
I do not-mean to go through all the ttials that wep, 
had after this ephemeral government had disappear 
ed; but | will ask attention to the report of the trig 
of Dorr fur treason, which took place in 1844 hy 
fore the whole court. He was indictéd in Auigus 
1842, and the trisl came on March, 1844. h,- in 
dictment was found while the charter govern yen 
was in force, and the trial was had under the ney 
constitution of the state. He was found Builty of 
treason. And | turn to the report of the trial noy 
to call attention to the language of tne court in ix 
charge, as delivered by chief justice Durtee in thy 
case. | present the following extract frown that 
charge: 


“It may be, gentlemen, that he really believed 
himself to be the governor of the state, aud that he 
acted throughout under this delusicn. However hig 
may go to extenuate the offence, it does no 

from it its legal guilt. It 1s no defence to an indigi. 


to come into court and say, ‘] thought that } wa 
but exercising a constitutional right, and | claim ay 
acquittal on the ground of mistake.’ ere il » 
there would be an end to all law and all governmeny, 
Courts and juries would have nothing to do but tg 
sit in judgient upon indictments in order to acqui 
or excuse. The accused has only to prove that ty 
has been systematic in committing crime, and tha 
he thought that he had aright te commit it, atid, 
according to this doctrine you must acquit. The 
main ground upon which the prisoner sought for 4 
justification was, that a constitution had been adop. 
ed by a majority of the male adult population of 
this state, voting t their primary or o .turai Capacity 
or condition, und that he was subsequently elecie 
and did the acts c.arged, as'governor under it. He 
uffered the votes themselves to prove its adoptivn, 
which were algo to be followed by proof of his elec. 
tion. This evidence we have ruled out. Coury 
and juries gentlemen, do nut count votes to deter. 
mine whether a cunstitution has been adopted or, 
governor elected, or not. Courts take notice, with 
vut proof offered from the bar, what the constitution 


their own state. |t belongs to the iegislature .9 ex 
ercise this high duty. It ts'the legisiuture which in 
ihe exercise of its delegated sovereiguly Counts the 
votes and declares whether a constitution be adupted 
or a governor elected or hol, and we cannot revise 
and reverse their acts, in this particular without 
usurping their power. Were the Vo!e of the adup. 
tion of our present constitution now offered tere {0 
prove that it was or Was Hot adopted, or those given 
jor the governor under at, to prove thal he was ot 
was not elected, we could not receive the evideuce 


And why nol? Because if we did so, we should 
cease (0 be wu mere judicial, and become a political 
tribunal, with the whole sovereignty in our hands 
Neither the peopie ucr the legistature would be s 
vereign. We should be sovereign or you would b 
sovereign, aud »e should deal out to parties litigaal, 
here at our var, sovereignty tu this ur that, accoré 
wg to rules or lawa of our own inaking, aud there 
ture unknown in courts. In what condition woul 
this country be, 1! appeals could be thus takeoW 
courts and juries? This jury wight decide one way, 
and that anuther, and the sovereignty might be tovul 
here tu-d.y, and there to morrow. ‘Sovereignty # 
wvove courts or juries, avd the creature caunol sil 
in Judgwent apun its creator. Were this instruwet 


might, perhaps, under some circumstances, requilt 


“would not be ascertained Vy Counting the Votes give 
at its aJuption, but by the certificate of the secrelaf] 
ot slate under the brvad seal ol the state. Ibis it 
sirument is not offered ws a foreign constitution, 4 

Libis Court 1s vound to know what tre constitutivd 0 
tLe guvernment ts Under which it acts, without any 
proof even uf that high character. We wo 
buthiig of the existence vl the so called * people 

Cunstituuon’ as law, apd there 1s po proo! velour 
yuu of its adoption, and of the electivn of We pr 


dict unly on the evidence thal has passed to you.’ 


piace in Ruude Istand, I shail present what furthe! 
vave to day mi thitee propositions: 





ed- by tue piainwitl in ine court Delow, are 0! e 


ment for the violation of any lav, for the defenday f 


isor was and who ts or was not the governor of Be 


ourseives, we could nut permit it to pass to the jury. 


ottered as the constitution of a foreign state, we 3 


proof uf 16 extclence, but €ven io that case, the lath E 


suner as governor under It; aud yuu can return a ver & 


Having thus attempted to state te questions a | 
ihe, wre, and having relerred to what has take 


dwt. | day, first, inat ibe avaiters offered to be pro 
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ydieial cognizance; and proof-of them, therefore, 
pa properly rejected by the court, . ~ 

' If all these matters could he, and bad bee: 
iegally proved, they would have constituted no de- 
psi because they show nothing but an illegal at- 
eipt to overthrow the government of Rhode ls- 


Wd. No proof was offered by the plaintiff to show 
that, in fact, another government had gone into ope- 
ration. by which the charter government had been. 
. ” first, these matters are not of judicial cogni- 
gence. Does this need arguing? Are the various 
matters of fact ‘alleged, the assembly of meetings, 
the appointment of committees, the qualifications of 
yoters,—ia there any one of all these matters of 
which a court of law can take cognizance in a ques- 
tion where they are to decide on sovereignty? The 
thing 10 be proved is a change of the sovereign pow- 
er, Two legislatures existed at the same time, both 
ciaimmg power to pass laws. Both cannot have a 
legal existence. What then is the attempt of our 
adversaries?) To put down one sovereign govern- 
ment, and to put another up, by facts aud proceed- 
ings in regard to elections out of doors, unauthorised 
by any law whatever. Regular proceedings for a 
change of government may in some cases, perhaps, 
be taken notice of by a court, but this court must 
jook elsewhere than out of doors, and to public meet. 
ing, regular and unauthorised, for the decision of 
such a question as this. It naturally looks to that 
authority under which it sits here, to the provisions 
of the constitution which have created this tribunal, 
and to the awe by which its proceedings are regula- 
ted. It must look to the acts of the government of 
the United States tn its various branches. 

This Rhode island disturbance, as everybody 
knows, was brought tothe knowledge of the Presi- 
dent of the United States by the public authorities of 
Rhode Island; and how did he treat il? The United 
States have guarantied to each state a republican 
form of government. And a law of congress has 
directed the president, in a coustitutional case re- 
quiring such action, to call out the militia to put 
down domestic violence and suppress insurrection. 
Weil then, application was made to the President of 
the United States, tu the executive power of the U. | 
Siaies. For according to our system it devolves 
upon the executive to determine, in the first msiance, 
wht are and what are not governments. The pre- 
sident recognizes governwents, fureign governments 
as (bey appear trom time to lime in the occurrences | 
of thus changeful worlu. ‘The constitution and the 
laws muke iwhis duty, if an insurrection exisis 
against the government of any state, making it ne- 


cessary to appear with an urmed furce,—to call out | 


ihe militua and put it do ..n. 
Two things may here be properly considered. The 


establishment of any government, or ax a mere, pure 
tinauthorized unqualified insurrection against the 
authority of the existing government of the states. 
I say therefore, tha!, upon that ground. these facts 
are not facts which this court can inquire into, or 
which the court below could try, because they are 
facts going to prove (if they prove anything) the es- 
tablishment of a new sovereignty, and that i# a ques- 
tion to be settled elsewhere and otherwise. From 
the very nattire of the case it is not a question to be 
decided by jrdicial indwiry. ‘Take for exaiiple one 
of the points which it involves: my adversary offered 
to prove that the constitution was adopted by a ma 
jority of the people of Rhode Istand—by a large ma- 
jority as he alleges. What does this offer call on your 
honors to do? Why to ascertain by proof, what is 
the number of citizens in Rhode Island: and how 
many attended the meetings, at which delegates to 
the convention were elected: and then you have got 
to add them all up, and prove by testimony the gual- 
ifications of every one of them to be anelector. It 
is enough to state such a proposition to show its ab- 
surdity. As none such ever was sustained in a'court 
of law, so. none such can be or ought to be sustained. 
Observe that minutes of proceedings can be no proof, 
for they were made by no authentic person-, regis- 
ters were kept by ao warranted officers, chairmen 
and moderators were chosen without authority, In 
short there are no official records,—there is no testi- 
mony in the case bul parole. { think that Chief Jus- 
$07 Durfee was right in his interpretation of the 
aw. 

But, again. I say you cannot look into the facts 
attempted to be proved, because of the certainty of 
the continuance of the old government till the legal 
constitution went into effect on the 34 of May, 1842: 
To prove that there was another constitution of two 
days length, would be absurd. And I say that the 
decision of Rhode Isiand herself, by her legislature, 
by her executive, by the adjudication of her highest 
court of law, on the trial of Dorr, has shut up the 
whole case. Dv you propose—I will not put itin that 
form—but would it be proper for this court to re- 
verse thal opinion? That deciares thut the judges of 
Rhode Island know nothing of the * People’s coisti- 
tution;” is it possible, then, for this court, or for the 
court below, to know of it? 

it appears to me that, if there were nothing else 
in the case; the proceedigs of Rhode Island berseit 
must shut everyboudy’s mouth, in the cuurt aod out 
of it. Ruode Istand ts competent to dec.de the ques- 
tion herself, and everybody else ought to be bound 
by ber decision. 

And it is but a branch of this to say, according to 
my second pruposition,— 

2. Tuatif everytning offered had been proved, if 
in the nature of ihe case these facts aud proceedings 
cuuid have been received as proof, the court could 





first is that the constitution declares that the United 
States shuil protect every state against domestic vie- 
lence; and ihe jaw of °95, making provistun tor cac- 

ryibg this Constitutional duty intu effect im all proper 

Cases, declares ibal “in case Of an insurrection im 
auy siale against tue guverument \hereol, it shall be 
lawful tor ine presiveut of the Uniied Siates to cail 
out the militia of Olher siales lu suppress such wisure 
rection.” ‘These cun-tiuliotsl aad jegal provisios 
Make it the idispensavie duly vl ine president to 
decide, 10 causes Of Commolivn, what is the rgttlul 
£0Verument of the stale. He cannot avoid suet de 

Cisiva §=And ip this Case be decided ot Course that 
the existing government, the charter govetument, 
Was the rightiul government. 

Ju the next place, 11 events had «ade it necessary 
to cail out the militia and the olficers auh suldiers oi 
Such nfiiitia, Ww protecting the exisung government, 
hau dune precisely what ibe deiendauts in this case 


did, could av aciiwu Dave been walutaimed against 
them? 


In reply to the requisition of the governor, the 
president slated inal he did nut think it was yet lime 
lur (he application of force: bul be wrute a iciler to 
the seCrelary ol War, in which he is directed lo cunler 
wilh the govermur of Khode lsiaud, anu, whenever 
Nt should appear to thew proper, to call out from 
Massachusetts aud Counecticut « militia turce sutti. 
clei lu lerminale af once tbe susurrection in Ride 
Isiand. We are at ne loss tv kKuow Low ihe execu- 
ive government treaied theynsurrection in Knude 
Isiand. Jt was regarded as to be put down 
Manifest Irom tne president’s ielieis tu Lue secretary 
ol War aud lo Goveinor Ring. 

Now the eye of ‘us court must be directed to the 
Proceedings of the geueral go. verument, which had 
NS aliculion Calied tu ine sudjecl, aud whic diu in- 
SUlule proceedings respecting il. 
Will jeain irom iue proceedings of the executive 


b 
above us, Low the uisturoances vi Ruude stand were 


reogarded,—wheiker they were Tovked upou as the 


slat is 


And tne court 


ranch of ihe goverument, aud vl the two © ambers 


Hot buve listeued to them, because every une of thein 
(48 regarded Dy the state i which they touk place, as 
@ criminal act. Wav can derive any ting iron acts 
(declared to be crimmai? The very pruceeiimigs 
wich afe how sel up here show thai the new Cone 
stuiulion was founded upon acts which the legisla- 
ture of the stale bad provided punishment tur, aod 
which the courts of the slate have punished. Ali, 
thereiore, whects the plaiguil has alte.wpled lo prove 
bere, are acis whith te was vol aliuwed lu prove, 
because ilicy Were Criminal in the.useives, and lave 
Deen sv treated und puiisiied, so tar as tue slate gov 
erumenut in its discretion, thought proper. 


3 Tuirdly aid jastly, | say that there is no evi- 
dence olereu, nur vas any uisiinet ollegation Decn 
made, \ual here was an aelual goverauent estav- 
lished aad pul in operation io displace ihe charter 
government. Phat is evigeut enough. You fing 
the whole eworaced in thuse two days, the thifd and 
lourth of May. The Freacn revoiutiou was thuugit 
to be sumewhat rapid. That took bree days. Bu 
Phis sork was accomplished in two. 1 is ait there, 
aud whatis i? Why, wey vote A lreasucer aud © 
Secretary, aad Mr. Durr, governur; atid cuvvse vil 
cers Of the supréewe cour. Bui uid ever avy usau 
uoder that wutDurily allempt lo exercise a particic 
a: vibcraipuser? Did any wau ever uring a sui? 
Did ever an officer wake au atirest? Did any aciivn 
proceed tOuw avy mewvuer of ihe guverfiuent, ut 
irums avy agent of it, tu ioucn a citizen ui Ride 
Isiatiu in his ealety or tim property, 30 od bo wake 
the party aveweravie Upul ab ludiCimeul OF 1 4 
civhs suit? Never. li uever perivemed vue simgie act 
Ol guVerbtmbul—il ve Ver uid a thug ihe Wurt.! Au 
Was parriolisua aud all Was Peper: aud with patriu- 
; Mos aud witu paper, ik went vui un the 4un of whay, 
adusiitiug tlseit tu Ue, ad ali wiust regard Il, a con 
isuiptivie sham! 

1 have buw Gune wilh the priaciples involved in 
the Case. 

ln regerd to the other case | Have out few words 
Ww suy. Aud fitet 2} tise ie to ve regtetied tuu 








ee 


the court helow sent up sucha list of onints on 


which it was divided,. I shall not go through thea, 


and shall leave it to the court to say whether, after 
they shall have disposed of the first case, there is 


anything left. 1 shall only draw attention to the 
subject of martial law: and if respec: to that, in- 
stead of going back to martial fawas it existed in 
England at the time the charter of Rtode [-land was 


‘granted, | shall merely obsefve that martial law 


confers power of arrest, of summary trial, &c.— 
and that when it has been proclaimed the land he- 
comes a.camp, and the law of the camp is the law of 
the land. Judge Story defines martial laww to be 
the law of war—a resort to military authority in 
cases where the civi] law is not sufficient; and it 
confers summary power—not to be used arbitrarily 
or for the gratification of personal feelings of hatred 
or revenge, but for the preservation of order and of 
the public peace. The officer clothed with it 1s to 
judge of the degree of force that the necessity of tie 
case may demand; and there 18 0 limit to this, ex- 
cept su: th as is to be found in the nature and charac- 
ter of the exigency. 


I now take leave of this case. That il is an inter- 
esting incident in the history of our institutions, [ 
freely admit, ‘Uhat it has come hither, is a sudject 
of noregretto me. | might have said that f see 
nothing to complain of in the proceedings of what is 
called the charter government of Rhode Island, ex- 
cept that it might have discreetly taken measures at 
an earlier period for revising the constitution. ff ia 
that delay it erred, it was the error into which pru- 
dent and cautious men would fall. As to the enor- 
mity of freehold suffrage, how long is it since Vir- 
ginia the parent of the states, gave up her freenold 
suffrage? How long is it since nonody voted for 
governor in New York without a (reen»ld qualifica- 
tion? There are now states ia which no man Can 
vote for members of the upper brauch of the legisla- 
ture who does not own fifty acres of land. Every 
state requires more or less of a propert, quatification 
in its officers and electors; and it 1s fur discreet le- 
gislation to determine what its amount shall 0e.— 
Even the Durr constitution had a property, quaufica 
uon. According to its provisions, tor vfficers ut the 
stale, to ve sure, anyOudy could voie; Dut its authors 
remembered that taxaitun sod representativa go 
together, and therefore they declared that no maa, 
in any town, should vote to lay a tax for town par- 
poses, who had not the means lt» pay fis portion, It 
said to hua, you caineat vote in the town of Provi- 
de.ce; tolevy a tak tor repairing lune streets of Pro- 
vidence;—ovl you may Vole tor governor and for 
thirteen representatives :ru.a tne tuwa ot Providence, 
and send them to the legisiature, and there tax (the 
peope ot Rhode Island at their sovereszu wail aad 
pleasure. 

| believe that no harm can come ot the Riawde le 
land agitation i 104], out rather good. [Lt wail 
clear the puitlical auno-phere from sume of tts nok 
ious misis, aud 1 hope it wal cieat men’s winds 
from sume univundsd notions and deissivns | | 
hope it wait Bring thew tu lovk at the resulurity, the 
order wilh which we carry on what ih. word 
were Hol su much abused, 1 would call, uur glorious 
represeutalive syste Ol popular puoveranem. bis 
piiticiphs wilt s'oad the test uf nis crisis, as they 
have sivuu tue tes: aid tecture ui viners. LTiney are 
cxpured always, aud tuey alsuys will ve exposed 
iu dangers. vere ate dangers trum tie eatreaes 
vi tov much aud tuu filiie popula uveriy. Pits al- 
Ways Will ve ue case, Lie GassiCal uaVigator ad 
Veen told tual Re aiusl pass » Oafruw aud daugerous 
strait: 
*Dexirua Scytia iaius, uu iuplicaie Cuaryodia, 
Uvsidet’ 

Furewaiued, he Was alive lu iis danger, aud kuew 
Dy signs nul GuUudliui, Wuere Le Was wheu le ape 
pivacued ils sCsuc: 

"hi peu tinmenicu pelagi, p disalaqgue saga, 

Audimus luuge, MsCiaeGi ad ititula VUCEs, 

Exsuttas Que vaua equ Biv atiscontuc argue, 

cr eeesere » Niasitdus u@e atia Cuary udisl”? 

Phe lou, sectug sag Cy vi oul Laiucrs euadies Us 
iv kKunuW Where we ale Wuce We ucat me Voices ul 
LUmUILUal) a@sSCinBiles, aud sve 1ue bucbulciice Creal- 
cu OY tuusuelr’s Wbeciing aiid aching wiitous the fer 
siraiiis Ui jaw, dud Was musi Wisciy prusided cun- 
slilulwual ucass of escape aud sccurily. Phe 
prudeuce of the cuuniry, the suuver wisduius vt the 
peupic as sisus tas ChaVicd Us Ww Cary tuts COustI 
busi, au aii uur Cuualilulives, lu. vuga the yoilis 
which wave ourruuided buedd, Wie sae  OUsnaing 
upun (he ruck, vu cituet side. Aud | ivust sat 
ih whl Custitue, add ial vur Clilidvou ater us, will 
CkerCise w silusial prudence aid wisduar duu Jus- 
tice, dud tut ulldcr te Uivine Viessig Lue), uray 
cualluuec lv gu un, WIL Equal Plusperily, tv luc cud 
vi biuse. 
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THE NEW LOAN- 


By reference to the proceedings of the house of 
representatives in this number, it will be seen that 
the bill introduced by Mr. Vinion, from the committee 
ob ways and means, authorizing a loan of 16 millions 
has passed the house of representatives, and is now 
before the senate. The amount of the loan is made 
to correspond with the sum suggested by the secreta- 
ry of the treasury, as required to supply deficiencies 
of the appropriations of last session, and to carry on 
the government to the 30th of June 1848. An addi- 
tional Joan will be required for the year commecning 
the Ist July 1848, the amount of which has been 
variously estimated. 

The bill that has passed the house differs from the 
recommendation of the secretary of the treasury, 
as well as of the president in his annual message, 
in being confined to the form of a regular loan, in- 
stead of resorting to further issues of treasury notes. 
In this respect it is violently asssailed by the Wash. 
Union, as an unjustifiable deviation on the part of 
the money raising and money granting department of 
the government, from the wishes aud recommen- 
dation of the money spending department; in other 
words, as an undue exercise of legislative discretion 
in conflict with executive recommendations. 


Whilst the bill was under discussion the Union has 
the following remarks: 

“Congress knows, even without its being recom- 
mended by the secretary of the treasury, that we 
shall want money very shortly to support our army 
and prosecute the war. What are they doing to con- 
tribute the supplies, which, they are informed, will 
soon be wanting? They proposed a bill for creating 
a par stock, when they all know that unless they 
grant other facilities, the money cannot be obtained 
at par. Are they about to grant a duty on tea and 
coffee? So far as the signs go, they will vote it down. 
Will they, then, grant a new issue of treasury notes? 

If they do not, it is in vain, we fear, that they 
talk of raising money at par. They might as well 
say at once that they mean to disgrace our arms, and 
will not grant the supplies. We may raise the mo- 
ney at par by isswing treasury notes and still on better 
terms by taxing tea and coffee. Why should the op- 
pesition conceal its hatred to the war under the guise 
of a loan which cannot be aegotiated? The money 
will soon be wanted. The treasury notes which yet 
romain on hand, (say five or six millions,) along with 
the receipts of customs, already for half this quarter 
about five millions of dollars—(and at the end of the 
quarter perhaps five millions more,) may keep the 
treasury afloat for a short time. And if the whigs 
refuse other facilities, and the money cannot now be 
raised at par, the responsibility will fall fearfully 
upon them.” 

We shall soon see whether the whigs will pass an 
efficient bili to raise the means wanted by the treas- 
ury. The present bill of Mr. Vinton is all an idle 
measure. Hf the whigs refuse treasury notes, the 
loan cannot be made at par. It could not have been 
effected even in 1847, if we had trusted to 6 per cent 
stocks alone. Stocks were then below par. They 
are @ little below par now; but treasury notes are at 
par, and by authorizing to be issued again, we have 
little doubt that the money can be borrowed at par— 
perhaps a little more. We shall soon see whether 
thé whigs are sincere in their declarations about rais- 
ing, supplies; or, whether they “keep the word of 
promise tc the ear, and break it to the hope.” 


The Balt American says: 

The navy appropriation bill now before congress 
contempiates ap expenditure during the year ending 
on the 30th of June, 1849, of $9,502,006. This is 
in addition to the unexpended balances of former ap- | 
propriations for the same service. Add to this sum | 
$12,500,000, the amount asked for to supply deficien- 
cies m the army appropriations for the year ending 
on the 30th June next, and $33,000,000 for the sup- 
portof the army during the year ending on the 30th 
of June, 1849, and the appropriations asked for, for 
the army and navy, will be seen to form an azgregate 
of $56,000,060. 


esives what has been mentioned above, a bill has 





been reported for fortifications; a miilion for the quar- 
termaster’s department has already been voted; five | 
or six millions will be required for the civil list; more | 
than a million anda half for pensions; nea: ly two | 
and a half miilions for the interest oa the public devt ; 








and treasury notes, &c., Ke. So the amount to be 
appropriated this year will amount to about seventy 
millions.” 





Tue New Loan.—In reference to the remor which 
had obtained currency, that the Rothchilds had offer- 
ed to take the new loan of sixteen millions, the 
Washington Union of the 16th says—‘*We have made 
inquiries at the departinent, and we understand that 
no such proposition has been made at the Treasury. 
We attach no consequence to any such rumor.” 





CounTERFEIT Goip coins.—lIn relation to counter- 
feit gold coins, which have been in circulation, the 
following letter was written to the New Orleans Mint 
by the director of the Philadelphia Mint. The half- 
eagle referred to bears no mint-mark. | 

Mint of the United States, 
Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1847 

Sirn—The counterfeit half-eagle which you have 
sent to me is a very remarkable and very dangerous 
imitation of the true coin. It is a curious coinci- 
dence, that while you were examining the counter- 
feit half eagle we had our attention engaged by a 
quarter eagle, dated 1843, equally well imitated, 
and composed, in the same manner. ‘T'his however, 
bears the O, which marks it as an imitation of the 
New Orleans coinage. I send you a part of it in- 
closed for your examination, but beg that you will 
return it to me. There are no dies missing of those 
sent to you from here, as is evidenced by your reports; 
nor are any missing here; so the original dies cannot 
have been used by the counterfeiters. We must sup- 
pose either that the counterfeiters have the services 
of a most skilful engraver, or that they have possess- 
ed themselves of a dangerous process, recently dis- 
covered in England, for making very perfect dies of 
cast iron, which are fac similes of the original medal 
coin. Very respectfully, your faithful servant, 

R. M. Patrerson, Director. 





The London correspondent of the New York Her- 
ald, under date of the 2lst ult., says—“There isa 
report on ’change that the gold placed in the bank, 
within a few days, from Russia, is to be presented to 
Mr. Burrows, a New York merchunt. It is said that 
in 1831, during the Polish war, the emperor had a 
ship-of-war in New York, and when it was impossi- 
ble to get her to sea, for want of means, Mr. Bur- 
rows, to protect the emperor’s interests, stepped for- 
ward, mortgaged all his property, and sent the ship 
to the Czar. It 1s stated that this was done by Mr. 
Burrows, without compensation, and that he was left 
without receiving his advances for a long time. He 
suffered considerably in his business during this time, 
but was sustained by Messrs. Barings, Brothers & Co. 
I. is now said that the emperor, having overlooked 
this matter for seventeen years, 1s about to show that 
he never forgets such conduct towards his person and 
his country.” 





COURT OF INQUIRY. 
The following is the first general order issued by 
the war department for the court of inquiry on Gen. 
Scott. The subsequent order modifying this was in- 
serted in a former No. of the Register. 
GENERAL ORDERS, NO. 2. 
War Department, Adiviant General's Office, 
Washington, Jan. 13, 1848. 
The following order, received from the secretary 
of war, is published for the information and guidance 
of the officers concerned: 
War Department, Jan. 13, 1848. 
By direction of the president of the United States, 
a court of Inquiry, to consist of Brevet Brigadier 
General N. Towson, Paymaster General; Brigadier 
Gen. Caleb Cushing, and Col. E. G. W. Butier, 3d 
dragoons, members, will assemble in Mexico to in- 
quire and examine into the charges and allegations 
preferred by Major Gen. Winfield Scott against Maj. 
Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, and Brevet Lieut. Col. James 
Duncan, Captain of the 2 regiment of artillery, and 
the charges or matters of complaint presented by 
way of appeal by Brevet Major Gen. W. J. Worth, 
Colonel of the 8th regiment infantry, against Major 
Gen. W infield Scott; and also into matters connected 
with the same, as well as such other transactions as 
may be submitted to the consideration of the court; 





and after investigating the same, the court will report 
the facts in each case, together with their opinion | 
thereon, for the information of the president. 


awe ———— 

The court will convene on the 18th day of Fe 
ary next, or as soon thereafter as practicable, jp a 
Castle of Perote, in Mexico, where it will contin.” 
to hold its sittings, unless the exigencies of the a 
lic service may require the place to be changed. ; 
which case the court is authorized to adjourn from 
place to place, as cireumstances may render necesgg. 
ry, in order that no embarrassment to the service ma 
be occasioned by its sessions. —- y 

Should any of the members named in the Order be 
prevented from attending, the court will proceed to 
and continue the business before it, provided the 
number of members present be within the limits pres 
scribed by law. 

First. Lieut. Richard P. Hammond, 34 artillery, jg 
appointed to act as Judge Advocate and recorder of 
the court. 

In case the Judge Advocate and recorder should be 
prevented from attending, or unable to discharge the 
duties, the court is authorized to appoint some other 
proper person, or devolve the duties of recorder upo;; 
the junior member. 

W. L. MARCY, Secretary of War. 


By order. R. Jones, Adj. Gen. 





Lizvt. Co.. Fremont.—The court martial found 
a verdict of guilty against the Colonel on all the 
charges; but a majority of the court recommended 
him to executive ciemency. The president approves 
the sentence, of ‘dismissal from the service,” but re- 
mits it in consequence of the recommendation and of 
the Colonel’s previuos valuable services. ‘He wil] 
resume his sword and report for duty.” 

Instantly on receiving the order, Col. Fremont re- 
signed his commission. 





‘Tne Live or ras Sterna Mapre. It is known that 
Gen. Taylor, in his letter to Gen. Gaines, advocated 
the holding of the Sierra Madre range vf mountains, us 
a delenusive | ne, which would give us the whole valey 
vf the Riv Grande, and by extension to the Pacific 
would also include Caliiornia. ‘There is nv reason to 
suppose, from any thing known to the public, that Gen. 
‘Taylor has changed his views on that subject. On the 
o her hand the imference is fair that he suil adheres to 
the policy of a defensive line, as indicated by him—a 
defensive line of easy defence, marking a palpable sep- 
uration of distinct geographical systema, and involving 
the acquisition of @ territu:y, as indemnity or by pure 
chase, bound by strong affinities to the Manissipps val- 
ley, of which, in fact, « iorms a part, and yet contuin- 
ing 80 sparse a population as to present no difficulties to 
its gradual seiuement by our people. 

Wecbserve in the Washingt.n correspondence of 
sume ot the New Orleans papers ceriain allusions to 
Gen. ‘Tay Jor in this connection, in which his posiion is 
spoken uf confidently, as one maturely considered and 
deliberately held. ‘(he correspondent of the Courier 
8 ys: 

**From information lately received, I am sa‘icfied that, 
by the ume the canvass fairly opens, Gen. ‘Taylor will 
show his hand upon the indemnity questivu. In this, 
if keepivg to his present mind, he will advocate, first, 
putting down all the military factions in Mexico; next, 
retiring to a line to be drawn from ‘l'anipico to the gult 
of Canfornia—-that is, the line of the Sierra Madre, 
which, according to Mr. Calhoun and himself, will re- 
quire the guarding of five passes; next, again, the es- 
tublishinent of territorial government over ‘l‘amaulipas, 
Cluhushua, Caliturnia, &c., wuh the decluranon that 
hereafter they ure to be the property of the U. Siates.” 

The Picayune currespundent, referring to the saine 
subject, calls the Sierra Madre ‘*Old Zack’s line,” aud 
says:—" his Sierra Madre line is sv much betier tian 
that which Mr. ‘Tiist has been bargaining and begging 
tur ever since he went io Mexico, that the demucrais 
themselves will have to go fur it, as an improvement up- 
vi the plan of the administrauon, Which was willing (0 
purchase California and take the Riv Grande tor a 
trunuer.” ' 

The assumption of this line, with fifteen thousand 
men tw guard }', or twenty thousand at the most, would 
secure virtually an immediate peace. Ever since the 
battle of Buena Vista, the force occupying it, under 
Gen. Taylor, and nuw under Gen. Wool, has not ave- 
raged prubably more than six or seven tiousand effec: 
tivemen. Yet the line has not been attacked. The 
trains trou Camargo pass through to Munterey and Sal- 
uilu, Wihout interruption; the whole valley ot the Rio 
Grande, tiuim the meuniain to the river, 1s quiet and un- 
disturbed. ‘Lhe passes through the Sierra Madre are 
sv few in numper, and the posivons which command 
them are su stfrulig, that the business of defence be- 
comes very simple, and is co..fined to definite and 
known points. ‘I‘ne Mexican war, in all practical re- 
spects, need not last another month. It is hardly to be 
supposed, however, that Gen. ‘f'aylor’s counsels will 
prevail, until be is placed in a position to enforce thei 
bimeelt. 





Immicrants.—More than four thousand six hunj 
dred immigrants arrived at the port of N. York last 
week. 
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